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Becoming the church" 
Earlier this year the Pequea congregation, near Lancaster, 
Pa., baptized and/or received into membership 35 persons rep-
resenting a variety of ages and life situations. There were fifth 
and sixth graders who accepted Christ during Sunday school, 
junior worship, youth camp, vacation Bible school, mid-week 
club meetings, or at home with their parents. Some were junior 
high students who attribute the youth group and youth advisors 
with helping them spiritually. Five were senior high boys who 
want to follow the Lord at school and in the work world. A 
group of young adults were in varying stages of life: one single 
father; two who had come out of abusive relationships; several 
newlyweds or soon-to-be-marrieds. There were two sets of 
twins and all the children in two other families. 
To mark the evening of celebration, the congregation pre-
pared a booklet which included brief profiles and testimonies 
of the 35 persons being baptized and received into membership. 
Here is a sampling of those testimonies: 
Jennifer Alexander: "As a child I went to church until I was 
about 12 1/2 years old, then my parents stopped going and so 
did 1.1 had accepted the Lord as my personal Savior at a church 
Bible camp when I was 11.... Through my teenage years and 
my young adult years I wasn't really living as a Christian. I 
always said I believed in God and wanted to go to heaven when 
I died, but I wasn't walking the Christian life. I met Michael 
(Hess) through my dad working with him. Michael invited me 
to church, and I have been coming ever since. I watched the 
Hess family spiritually, and I have seen how close they were 
with God, and it got me more interested in becoming a true 
Christian. I 'm marrying Michael and want to be a true Chris-
tian...." 
Ryan Herr (sophomore): "When I was about five years old 
1 accepted the Lord as my Savior. For a while I was very 
attached to God and wanted to spend a lot of time with him, but 
then I started going downhill. Then when I was in the fifth and 
sixth grades, my brothers got me listening to Christian music, 
and it changed my life. In seventh grade I was baptized, but I 
didn't become a member because 1 was very depressed and had 
very low self-esteem.. When I started going to Lancaster Men-
nonite High I grew even more in my walk with the Lord. So 1 
now feel as if I am ready to become a member...." 
Daniel Hess (sophomore): "I thank God for saving me. I 
accepted Christ when I was younger, but I can't remember 
what age I was. But this I do remember: 1 was thinking about 
being saved, and one night I felt the Lord calling me. So that 
night before I went to bed, I prayed and asked Jesus into my 
heart...." 
Thomas Kauffman: "I accepted Jesus as my Savior when I 
was a young teenager. Truthfully, though, I did not live a com-
mitted Christian life, even into my adult life. After going 
through a series of painful events seven years ago, a friend 
helped me make a re-commitment to Jesus. Since then I have 
found the joys of walking seriously with the Lord. I thank God 
not just for the great gift of salvation, but for making all things 
new." 
Jodi Myers: "I think God for saving me. I was at a point in 
my life when I didn't know which way I was going. I was lone-
ly and got into a really bad relationship. I thought it would help 
me spiritually. We went to church together, and I thought 
things were good—except my friend didn't practice what he 
preached. He was very controlling and didn't trust me. At one 
point he was going to kill me, and I thought I was going to die. 
I got down on my hands and knees and prayed like I never did 
before, and I felt the Lord there with me. No one else knew 
what was going on. I finally got the courage to leave and seek 
help. I don't know much about serving the Lord, but I want to 
walk on with him. I feel like this is all new to me, and I pray 
that the Lord leads me in the right direction." 
Benjamin Railing (fifth grade): "I accepted Jesus into my 
heart when I was six or seven years old. I was alone in my bed. 
A verse that means a lot to me is Philippians 4:13: '1 can do 
everything through him who strengthens me.' This verse helps 
me because sometimes I think that I can't do it, but then I think 
of this verse, and it helps me. A Christian friend that has helped 
me is Dr. Ben Carson. He saved me physically because he took 
out the brain tumor that I had, and I thank Jesus for saving me 
eternally. One thing I might like to do is become a brain sur-
geon and save other people like Dr. Ben Carson saved me." 
Tyler Swanson (sophomore): "When I was four years old, 
my mom was reading the Bible to me on our front porch. She 
then asked me if I wanted to ask God into my heart, and I said 
yes. She prayed and I followed. And since then I have been 
growing in my Christian faith and walking with the Lord." 
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by Linda Brnjas 
Sometimes the 
Lord instructs 




years ago on 
Thanksgiving 
Day God gave 




is all about.... 
FOR MANY REASONS, 1995 
was a very difficult year in my 
spiritual pilgrimage. It started out 
with such vibrancy and renewal, 
only to be challenged again and 
again by afflictions and difficulties f rom all 
directions. Three deaths in our extended 
families, heartaches in ministry, tragedies 
in some of my friends' lives, a miscarriage, 
as well as a higher than normal incidence 
of smaller traumas to "deal with" in the 
lives of our five children drained me emo-
tionally and physically. However, my deep-
est pain was spiritual because 1995 was 
also the year that God seemed to withdraw 
certain spiritual blessings from my life. 
Rather than obedience leading to blessings 
and fulfillment; it lead to trials, misunder-
standings and further pain. I felt discarded 
by God on Thanksgiving weekend. I felt 
more anger, doubt, and confusion than 
peace, faith, and thankfulness. (Having 
been a Christian since childhood, the real-
ization of these feelings also produced an 
incredible amount of guilt as well!) After 
my husband Steve and I talked and he 
prayed for me, I set out alone on my bicy-
cle, determined to seek peace f rom God. 
As I began, I asked the Lord to guide me in 
my travel and to show me my worth in his 
sight. 
He led me away f rom our hometown of 
Wellesley to a township road on which 1 
had never biked before. My first observa-
tions were that the road was unpaved, 
quiet, and very hilly! Challenges ahead? 
Soon, down the road, I saw a beautiful 
green pasture lined with trees spectacularly 
dressed in fall colors. "Is this where you 
want me to stop. Lord?" I felt him nudge 
me to go on. The next scene in view was a 
flock of birds soaring off to the left. Free-
dom! Ecstasy of the heights? I kept travel-
ing and saw a field with brilliant green 
grass—a color which, for me, has come to 
symbolize God's mercy. "Neat!" I thought. 
"With all this beauty, he must really be 
leading me to something fantastic!" 
I kept riding, hill after hill, slowly grow-
ing uneasy as I realized I was going further 
away f rom home and didn' t know where I 
was. I came to an intersection. If I turned 
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right, I 'd likely get closer to home. "Which 
way, Lord?" I asked. I felt Him nudge me 
onward. This led me to a private cemetery. 
I felt compelled to stop and look more 
closely. "Lord, if you're showing me my 
worth, why would you lead me to a ceme-
tery?" I felt him tell me to take all the time 
I needed before I went on. I spent a few 
minutes there with a growing sense of 
unrest and confusion. Then I continued on 
my journey. The hills got steeper (or per-
haps I was just tired!) and a few cars 
passed by—totally unaware of what was 
taking place on my journey. I felt very 
alone. 
The next scene was across the road on 
the left—a huge gravel pit with a front-end 
loader at the bottom. As I drew close to the 
fence, I looked down and saw a sudden 
drop of about fifty feet just a short distance 
from the roadside. It was frightening to 
notice that I could easily have slipped 
under the fence if I had approached too 
quickly. As I looked down the right-hand 
side of the road, I saw a DANGER sign. I 
stared at the gravel pit—this vast, ugly eye-
sore—and it made no sense. "Lord, why 
are you showing me this?" Weary from 
being on the road for at least an hour, 
uneasy because I didn't know where I was 
or how much longer I'd be riding, and 
unsettled in spirit because I couldn't make 
any sense out of the journey, I crossed back 
to the right-hand side of the road and con-
tinued my journey. 
Shortly, I came to a farmhouse where a 
woman was working outside. "Ah-at last! 
A human being!" Then I heard a dog bark 
and the woman yelled. To my horror, I saw 
two big dogs running right for me! Unable 
to pick up my speed because of fatigue, I 
simply prayed, "Lord, please save me from 
the dogs!" The dogs flanked my bike on 
both sides (barking very loudly) and 
chased me for at least a half-mile. Then 
they turned back. It was then that the reve-
lation struck me: the Lord was revealing to 
me my spiritual journey of 1995! It had 
begun so vibrantly and with so much 
promise only to be visited with death, 
wasteland, and spiritual attack. I continued 
my bike ride with a sense of assurance that 
the Lord really wanted to show me some-
thing. 
I came next to some green fields and 
beautiful trees. This time, the colors were 
richer than the ones I had seen earlier in 
my journey, before the frightening events. 
And in my spirit, though I wanted to go 
home, I sensed adventure. "What are you 
going to lead me through next, Lord?" 
I then met a couple walking on the road-
side and we exchanged greetings as we 
passed. My mind turned again to home. 
"Lord, lots of time has gone by and I still 
don't know where I am. Would You please 
lead me to a phone so I can let Steve know 
I 'm okay?" Just then I noticed a sign indi-
cating a transfer station ahead. "Ah! I know 
where I am! This is the dump where we 
bring our garbage!" (Funny how even a 
garbage dump is a welcome sight when 
you feel lost!) I turned right, which took 
me to the town of Crosshill (about 10 km 
from home) where I was able to phone 
home. I learned from Steve that I had been 
gone about an hour and a half! How com-
forting it was to be in a familiar communi-
ty again and to be able to call home! 
The ride home was still a long way (at 
least 35 minutes) and contained even steep-
er and longer hills than what I had encoun-
tered already. It didn't matter because I 
knew I'd soon be home! When I finally 
reached Wellesley, it never looked so beau-
tiful and peaceful. What a sight for a weary 
traveler! (At a later point, I measured the 
distance of my total journey in the car—22 
km!) I came home exhausted but feeling 
peaceful and thankful. 
Upon reflection on my journey, I real-
ized that because I am of much worth to 
God, He will lead me through some rough 
places as well as beautiful ones. It's all part 
of God's plan and I must accept the bad as 
well as the good as from his hands and 
learn to be thankful. The experience also 
more deeply reinforced that the Lord is 
always with us—even when the road is 
rough and does not seem to lead anywhere. 
1 may have felt lost—but I wasn't because 
the Good Shepherd was leading me all the 
way. 
Thank you, Lord, for a beautiful 
Thanksgiving Day! 
Linda and her husband, Steve, have been a part 
ofWestheights Brethren in Christ Church for almost 
six years. They have five children, Jonathan (12), 
Matthew (10), Christopher (8), Michael (6), and 
Sarah (4), and were expecting their sixth child in 
October. Linda is a former school teacher who is 
presently at home and enrolled in the Personal Study 
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A REPORT TO THE CHURCH 




by Harold Albrecht 
The August '97 issue of the Evangelical Visitor 
announced the recent changes in denominational leader-
ship. Often those most closely associated with how these 
changes are processed wrongly assume that others 
understand the process equally well. This is an attempt 
to outline the responsibilities of the two General Church 
Leaders (moderator and secretary), clarify the process 
used in their appointment, and share some of the ratio-
nale for this process. 
In approaching the task of searching for leaders for 
the general church, it has always been understood that 
we work as partners with God in choosing the persons 
who would best fill these positions. Prayer has been an 
integral part of our work, acknowledging our effort at the 
periphery and God 's work at the center. 
Listing general qualities desired in those who would 
fill these positions, identifying job description require-
ments, and being aware of "intangibles" that are difficult 
to include in a written job description was helpful in 
guiding the search committees in their work. 
The following six areas identify some of the desired 
qualities. 
1. Spiritual leadership for the denomination 
Together, the moderator and general secretary (Gener-
al Church Leaders, or GCLs) are entrusted with respon-
sibility for the spiritual leadership and pastoral oversight 
of the 22,000 members of the Brethren in Christ Church. 
Though much of their work is administrative and 
through other administrators and congregational pastors, 
it is essential that they approach this work with the 
"heart" and perspective of pastors caring for the spiritual 
welfare of the whole body. 
2. Godly and wise counsel 
In their day-to-day work, the moderator and general 
secretary function as co-leaders who consult with one 
another continually about issues and initiatives. In their 
work with the General Conference Board (GCB) and 
Leadership Council (LC) as the primary policy-making 
and administrative boards in the church, they need the 
breadth of experience and understanding to deal with a 
multitude of church issues and the capacity to see the 
"big picture" in dealing with issues of far-reaching 
impact. In their work with the bishops and executive 
directors, they serve as consultants and advisors "of the 
last resort" for the thorniest issues faced by pastors and 
church administrators. It is essential, therefore, that these 
leaders have a "track record" of godly and wise perspec-
tives and convictions which are recognized and affirmed 
by the church. 
3. Credibility and trust 
General Church Leaders need to have a high degree of 
trust and credibility in the Brethren in Christ church fam-
ily. In a volunteer organization like the church, the need 
for trust in our leaders is foundational. It will be impor-
tant for a GCL to have earned the trust of the church (or 
at least a significant portion thereof) and, in addition, to 
persist in the work of continually building trust. Since 
there are few "natural" opportunities for visibility and 
engagement across the church, General Church Leaders 
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need to be intentional and active in initiating opportuni-
ties to interact with our church constituency in preaching 
appointments, retreats, and seminars. 
4. Diagnostic and prescriptive skill 
The GCLs need to be able to use administrative skills 
to enhance the overall health of the church body. Techni-
cal administrative skills are not enough. A person serv-
ing in this role needs the ability to hear things, see 
things, and know things—almost with intuitive insight— 
which the church needs to grow stronger and healthier; 
and then to have the insight to pinpoint the particular 
work that is needed, the courage to take the risks which 
are required, and the stamina to persist in the hard work 
of building a better church in an imperfect world. 
5. Supportive partnership 
By design we place a team of two leaders at the heart 
of the church. This fits our theology well, but is a rare— 
and challenging—approach to organizational leadership. 
It requires two persons who are committed to and capa-
ble of a relationship of such close partnership. Traits like 
loyalty, mutual support, and discretion are essential. 
6. Empowering leadership 
The moderator gives oversight to the bishops and 
Leadership Council, as well as the Commission on Min-
istry and Doctrine. 
The general secretary gives oversight to the adminis-
trators who lead the general church ministries of world 
missions, stewardship, media ministries, and financial 
services (Jacob Engle Foundation). 
These responsibilities involve modeling spiritual vital-
ity and loyalty to the church. They are responsibilities 
which require a high level of skill in leadership, manage-
ment, consultation, negotiation and consensus-build-
ing—and the "broad shoulders" to respond to a fair 
continued on the next page 
Ken Hoke Selected as 
General Secretary 
Kenneth Hoke has been selected 
as the nominee for general secretary 
for the Brethren in Christ Church. 
At the recommendation of the gen-
eral secretary search committee, the 
General Conference Board on Oct. 
2 approved Ken's nomination in an 
unanimous decision. Upon confir-
mation of his nomination by Gen-
eral Conference, Ken will begin ser-
vice on August 1, 1998. 
Ken Hoke grew up in India, the 
son of missionary parents, Bill and 
Mary Hoke. He came to faith in 
Christ while a t tending boarding 
school. At the age of seventeen he 
had an experience of complete sur-
render to Jesus as Lord. 
Ken was graduated from Messi-
ah College with a degree in psy-
chology. While attending Ashland 
Seminary, he served the Sippo Val-
ley and Ashland congregations in 
Ohio as associate pastor and pas-
tor, respectively. He has given pas-
toral service at the Carlisle congre-
gation in Pennsylvania for 22 years, 
12 years as associate pastor and 10 
years as senior pastor. During this 
time. Ken has been active in gener-
al church work , se rv ing on the 
Board of Administrat ion and its 
Executive Committee, and now on 
the General Conference Board. Ken 
is currently involved in a doctoral 
program at Ashland Seminary. 
Ken and his wife Carol, daughter 
of Dan and Dorcas Thuma, have 
been married 27 years. They are the 
parents of three children: Bryan, a 
second-year student at Asbury Sem-
inary; Steven, a junior at Messiah 
College; and Julie, a freshman at 
Messiah. In August Bryan and his 
wife Kerry became parents of a 
daughter, Jordyn Lynn. 
As a general church leader Ken 
will f ac i l i t a te dec i s ion -mak ing 
related to the mission, vision, and 
shared values of the church. He will 
be responsible to plan agendas and 
maintain minutes for the primary 
policy and administrative bodies of 
the church. He will give oversight to 
the executive directors who lead the 
general church ministries of world 
missions, stewardship, media min-
i s t r i es , and f i nanc i a l s e rv ices . 
Together with the moderator, he 
will give coordinating leadership to 
the congregations and ministries of 
the Brethren in Christ Church in 
North America. 
In choosing leaders and entrust-
ing them with new responsibilities, 
we enter into partnership with them. 
Whether leading or following, we 
depend on one another 's special 
competencies. We become enablers 
of other people. We strive together 
to meet opportunities. We share in 
the ownership of problems. We 
build a relationship of mutual trust. 
We suppor t and encourage one 
another in our common mission. In 
a dynamic partnership we reach 
toward our full potential in Christ. 
As our brothers Ken Hoke and 
Warren H o f f m a n re f lec t on the 
prospect of caring for the health and 
strength of the church in new roles, 
they will need your support and 
prayers. As they come to mind, ask 
the Lord to give them the discern-
ment to identify initiatives that are 
needed, the courage to take the risks 
which are required, the grace to 
interact constructively with every-
one, and the stamina to persist in 
the hard work of building a better 
church in an imperfect world. 
A news release from the General Church 
Board. 
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amount of feedback—in dealing with administrators who 
are among the strongest leaders in the church. 
The role of the moderator 
The moderator of the Brethren in Christ Church car-
ries the following responsibilities: 
1. Administrative relationships 
a. The moderator will serve as the chairperson of 
the following: General Conference; Leadership 
Council; General Conference Planning Commit-
tee; Commit tee for Selecting Bishops 
b. The moderator will be responsible for denom-
inational ecumenical relationships. 
c. The moderator and general secretary will share 
the responsibility for liaison with the denomina-
tion's institutions and agencies. 
2. Responsibilities of the moderator 
a. The moderator will serve as an officer of the 
Brethren in Christ Church known as moderator. 
b. The moderator will function in the role of mod-
erating General Conference. 
c. The moderator will serve as an executive officer 
of the General Conference Board. 
d. The moderator will give direction to the Leader-
ship Council in shaping vision planning and 
strategy, and providing servant leadership to the 
denomination. 
e. The moderator will be the administrator of the 
regional bishops, provide for their pastoral care, 
and be responsible for their accountability. The 
moderator will chair the committee for selecting 
bishops. 
f. The moderator will have access to the regional 
boards of directors and keep open the regular 
channels of communication with the regional 
conference board of directors. 
g. The moderator will give oversight to the training 
and credentialing of clergy for the denomination 
and coordinate the pastoral pool with the bish-
ops. 
h. The moderator will arrange for representation 
with appropriate ecumenical groups. 
i. The moderator, with the general secretary, will 
provide leadership for resourcing of the Leader-
ship Council. 
j . The moderator will be responsible for the plan-
ning and conducting of the quadrennial pastors 
and spouses retreat. 
k. The moderator and the general secretary will be 
responsible for General Conference arrange-
ments. 
1. The moderator will be available for resourcing, 
preaching, retreats, etc. 
m. The moderator will serve as the spokesperson 
for the General Conference and the denomina-
tion. 
The search for the moderator 
The selection process for General Church leaders is 
printed in the current Manual of Doctrine and Govern-
ment on page 41, Article VIII, Part 2 Selection and 
Accountability. 
The search committee is named by the General Con-
ference Board. The following general guidelines are used 
in attempt to provide a broad base for input and selec-
tion: a committee of at least seven (four are members of 
General Conference Board) consisting of: a General 
Church Leader, the chair of the General Conference 
Board, a bishop, a pastor, at least one woman, at least 
one person from Canada, and at least one person from 
West of the Mississippi in the U. S. 
In naming the search committee for moderator, the 
board chose to name nine people to provide an even 
broader base: Harold Albrecht, Ron Bowell, Allen Carr, 
Mary Jane Davis, John Hawbaker, Sam Hollingsworth, 
Eduardo Llanes, Sandra Musser, and Don Winters. 
For a denomination of our size, one might think that 
the choice for the next moderator might be obvious, but 
without wider input this becomes a very subjective pro-
cess. While the committee had collectively composed a 
list of potential candidates whom they felt could ade-
quately serve in this position, it was also felt that inviting 
input f rom the larger constituency would be wise. A list 
of ten persons received a specific invitation to consider 
the position and a letter f rom each bishop's office was 
sent to pastors encouraging them to submit suggestions 
and/or a resume. In addition, an announcement was 
placed in the Evangelical Visitor to encourage members 
to submit their suggestions. At each step along the way, 
the committee has solicited prayer involvement, and 
spent time in prayer as individuals as well as corporately. 
From the resumes received, candidates were selected 
for an interview, after which the search committee made 
a recommendation to the General Conference Board for 
the election of the next moderator. Warren Hoffman was 
elected on the recommendation of the search committee. 
Confirmation of the General Conference Board action 
will take place at General Conference in July 1998. 
One assignment created another vacancy 
The move of Warren Hoffman to the position of mod-
erator created a vacancy in the position of general secre-
tary. The General Conference Board has elected Kenneth 
Hoke to serve as general secretary, and this name will 
also be brought to General Conference in 1998 for con-
firmation. 
The role of the general secretary 
The role and responsibilities of the general secretary 
are listed below: 
1. Administrative relationships 
a. The general secretary will serve as one of the 
General Church Leaders. 
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b. The general secretary will serve as the secretary 
of the following: General Conference; General 
Conference Board; Board of Directors; General 
Conference Planning Committee; and Leader-
ship Council. 
c. The general secretary will coordinate personnel 
issues relating to the nominating process and 
volunteerism within the context of the Leader-
ship Council. 
d. The general secretary and moderator will share 
the responsibility for liaison with the denomina-
tion's institutions and agencies. 
e. The general secretary will be the liaison person 
and meet with the following boards and their 
executive committees: Board for Media Min-
istries, Board for World Missions, Board for 
Stewardship Services. 
2. Responsibilities of the general secretary 
a. The general secretary will serve as an officer of 
the Brethren in Christ Church known as general 
secretary. 
b. The general secretary will plan the agenda and 
record/publish and maintain minutes. The gener-
al secretary and moderator will be responsible 
for General Conference arrangements. 
c. The general secretary will carry the responsibili-
ty to keep the full Manual of Doctrine and Gov-
ernment (MDG) up to date. 
d. The general secretary will chair the nominating 
committees for executive directors. 
e. The general secretary will serve as the secretary 
of the Committee for Selecting Bishops. 
f. The general secretary will serve as the account-
ability link between the Leadership Council and 
the general boards. 
g. The general secretary will have primary respon-
sibility for denomination peace, social and jus-
tice issues. 
h. The general secretary will be responsible for the 
news releases of the Leadership Council. 
i. The general secretary will carry responsibility 
for the denominational seal. 
j. The general secretary will be responsible for the 
directory and mailing lists of the General Con-
ference. 
k. The general secretary will be responsible for 
compiling statistics of membership, attendance, 
etc. 
1. The general secretary will be available for 
resourcing, preaching/seminars, retreats, etc. 
The selection process for general secretary is the same 
as that used for moderator. A search committee is named 
with seven general categories listed above; however, in 
the place of a bishop, one of the executive directors of 
the three boards is selected by General Conference 
Board to serve on the committee. Because the two 
searches were conducted in a short time period, the Gen-
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eral Conference Board named the same personnel to pro-
ceed with the search for general secretary, naming Phil 
Keefer (Executive Director of The Board for Steward-
ship Services) to serve in place of John Hawbaker (bish-
op) and adding Warren Hoffman as the moderator-elect. 
In 1996, when the search committee met to appoint 
the current general secretary, Warren Hoffman, they 
were aware that a future opening for the position of 
moderator could mean a further search in two years. 
However, the task of the search committee in 1996 was 
to prayerfully select the person whom they felt would 
best fill the position of general secretary. A new search 
committee appointed two years later (1997-1998) would 
have to, at that time again, prayerfully select the person 
who would best fill the position of moderator. To 
exclude any potential candidate because of a current 
assignment would place the church in a position where 
they would miss the opportunity to benefit from the gifts, 
abilities, and experiences needed for the new assign-
ment. 
Because of the large number of changes occurring in 
denominational leadership at this time, it is very critical 
that each position is filled with the best possible candi-
date for that position. While there are many leaders who 
could do an adequate job in various positions, each 
assignment (moderator, general secretary, bishop, execu-
tive director) has unique needs and opportunities for 
ministry. 
As I reflect on my journey with the church—observ-
ing leaders of the past who were giants in my view; 
working presently with godly leadership who have con-
sistently provided direction and focus, with integrity and 
who are also giants (in spite of the current secular and 
church tendency to question all leadership); and then 
look forward to working with our new leaders—I can 
say with confidence that I am excited about the potential 
of the Brethren in Christ Church. Those whom the Lord 
has chosen have proven faithful in the past assignments 
and have now been given added responsibilities. We, as 
their people, have a choice to make. We can shrink back 
and "remember" how great a leader was Moses and 
remember the "good old days," or we can rally around 
our "Joshuas," and trust God's word to Joshua: "As I was 
with Moses, so I will be with you; I will never leave you 
nor forsake you" (Joshua 1:5). Together, let us listen to 
the new "Joshuas," "get our supplies ready" (Joshua 
1:11), and take possession of the land the Lord our God 
is giving us. 
Harold Albrecht chairs the General Conference Board. 
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On development widows' 
mites, and God's growth 
by Emily Will 
O f t e n in our deve lopment work 
with Mennoni te Central Commit tee 
(MCC), we feel like the poor widow 
who was able to throw only two small 
coins into the world's "offering plate." 
But we console ourselves. Like the 
widow, we are being fa i thfu l even 
though we may not be effective—or 
as effective as we 'd like to be. We're 
too aware that, despite our effor ts , 
massive misery and poverty still bury 
people's dreams, their hopes, and their 
talents. 
Yet in my travels, I 've come to see 
that our humble offerings sometimes 
do catalyze change beyond what we 
imagined. Sometimes it 's just that the 
seeds have taken longer to grow and 
bear fruit than we first imagined or 
desired. Or perhaps we didn' t trust or 
unders tand how G o d ' s Holy Spirit 
might bless and multiply our "pid-
dling" efforts. It's easy to lose sight of 
the apost le Paul ' s wise words , "So 
neither the one who plants nor the one 
who waters is anything, but only God 
who gives the growth" (1 Cor. 3:7, 
NRSV). 
Scrub land into productive farm 
God has given growth to M C C ' s 
ag r icu l tu re work in the semi -a r id 
region of Tacaimbo, Brazil. One of 
God's servants in this work has been 
Jose Antonio "Zeca" Filho. I first met 
Zeca eight years ago, in 1989, during 
my first trip to Brazil. This is how I 
began an article about him after that 
meeting: 
"When Jose Antonio Filho bought 
12 hectares/30 acres of scrub land in 
northeast Brazil four years ago, his 
neighbors laughed. They thought him 
foolish to even consider farming the 
land. The soil was so eroded that rain 
had literally washed away the previ-
ous owner 's brick house. 
"The ne ighbors a ren ' t l aughing 
now. Instead, they're coming to learn 
from Filho, to discover how he man-
aged to turn the wasteland into a won-
derland of productivity. Filho not only 
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produces enough to feed his eight-
member family, but has more than 
half his crop left over to sell." 
The article went on to outline some 
of the simple, inexpensive techniques 
Zeca—an unschooled man who can 
only sign his name—used to reclaim 
the land. They included cultivating on 
the contour, planting grass barriers, 
and leaving crop residue on the fields 
to decompose instead of clearing or 
burning it. 
Did he abandon the farm? 
But as I prepared to return to Brazil 
in 1996, I felt anxious about what I 
would find, fearing Zeca had likely 
had to abandon his farm during the 
1993-94 drought, the worst the area 
had experienced in 50 to 60 years. I 
knew from M C C agriculturist Betty 
Szilassy's reports that many farmers, 
including leaders of the farmers ' co-
op of which Zeca is an active member 
and leader, had migrated to Sao Paulo 
in sea rch of w o r k . S o m e had not 
returned to their farms. 
I was overjoyed when I returned to 
Z e c a ' s h o m e s t e a d a n d f a r m las t 
November—st i l l at the same place 
and still doing well. True, he hadn' t 
harves ted anything in the 1993-94 
growing season. But he had found 
work with an emergency government 
work program and had sold off 12 of 
his 13 cows. The family had scraped 
by. 
Zeca, now 57, still tromps happily 
through his f ields, enthusiast ical ly 
pointing out every pile of crop residue 
he has left to decay, adding nutrients 
to the soil, and every new grass barri-
er he has planted, or rock barrier he 
has cons t ruc ted to slow down and 
retain the swift, powerful rain waters 
when they thunder through. He takes 
us to see his beloved 14 new head of 
cattle he purchased with a recent co-
op loan. 
Jose Antonio "Zeca" Filho proudly 
shows off one of his new cows to MCC 
agriculturist Betty Szilassy, of Hanover, 
Ontario. Zeca has managed to turn arid 
land into a productive farm in Tacaimbo, 
Brazil, and now serves as an informal 
veterinarian to area farmers. 
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"I wish I had planted 
more of these." 
As we stroll, Zeca points out spe-
cific trees that Tim Eisenbeis, current 
M C C Brazil co-director who previ-
o u s l y w o r k e d in a g r i c u l t u r e in 
Tacaimbo, encouraged him to plant. "I 
wish I had listened to Tim and plant-
ed more of these," he says of the sabia 
t ree, wh ich he has l ea rned m a k e s 
good fence posts and firewood, and 
whose flowers provide nectar for his 
bees. 
W h a t ' s more , Z e c a now sounds 
like a veteran extension worker. He 
shakes his head in disappointment that 
his neighbors aren't more open-mind-
ed about adopting new techniques. He 
is dismayed when neighbor farmers 
won ' t vaccinate their cows. He offers 
to do it for only the price of the vac-
cine. To him it seems like an offer too 
good to refuse when some farmers are 
losing animals to the highly conta-
gious hoof-and-mouth disease. 
After my recent visit with Zeca and 
his family, I lamented my own lack of 
faith. Why don ' t I trust that God will 
multiply our efforts, as frail as they 
sometimes appear to be? 
Mexico work—amounted 
to nothing? 
This lesson hit home again this 
A p r i l w h e n I r e t u r n e d to G o m e z 
Farias, the Mexican town where my 
husband Mark and I and our two sons 
spent three and a half years. It was 
difficult not to feel like our work had 
amounted to nothing. 
Sure, M C C had built homes in the 
town following the calamitous 1985 
earthquake and people were apprecia-
tive. But all the fol low-up develop-
men t e f for t s that we were to work 
wi th—food co-op, pig group, sewing 
group, etc.—disintegrated. M C C left 
Gomez Farias when our term ended in 
1991 and moved to the more impov-
erished southern states of Guerrero 
and Chiapas. 
One little group had survived—a 
credit union. When we left we doubt-
ed it would last, for a variety of rea-
s o n s . B u t , a g a i n , G o d g a v e t he 
growth—perhaps despite our worried 
Elvira Carbajal de Javier puts 
a pan of turnovers into her 
newly purchased bakery oven 
in Gomez Farias, Mexico. 
sweating over the planting 
and watering of the seeds. 
The lit t le credit union, 
which used to operate out of 
a member ' s home, is now a 
thriving institution that has 
grown to some 1,500 adult 
members and about 1,000 
children members. It has its 
own offices, and even teach-
ers and professionals f rom 
n e a r b y C i u d a d G u z m a n 
(who normally look down 
u p o n t he " b a c k w a r d s " 
town) are deposit ing their 
money in the credit union. 
For the past two years the 
credit union has operated a 
co-op grocery store where 
members can buy staples at 
lower prices. 
Hundreds of people have benefited 
f rom the credit union's low-interest 
loans, inc lud ing—I learned during 
my April visit—my good friend Elvi-
ra. 
A bakery dream coming true 
Elvira, a farmer 's wife and mother 
of three, and I shared a common inter-
est in baking. We spent many eve-
nings together teaching one another 
recipes. Elvira began to sell the dough-
nuts , c o o k i e s , and yeas t b r eads I 
taught her to make, along with the 
d e c o r a t e d c a k e s she w a s a l r eady 
known for. 
W h e n Gil c a m e h o m e f rom the 
fields, we often got into deep discus-
sions about politics, economics, and 
the d i f f e r e n c e s be tween U.S . and 
Mexican culture. (They had lived in 
the States for several years and their 
oldest daughter was born in Califor-
nia.) We often talked of the town's 
need f o r m o r e j o b o p p o r t u n i t i e s . 
Close to our departure, I shared that I 
had dreamt about us (MCC) being 
able to start a bakery in Gomez Farias, 
but c o n f e s s e d I had fel t too over-
whelmed with other responsibilities 
to pursue the idea. 
About a year ago, Elvira told me, 
she joined the credit union. She took 
out a loan and b o u g h t — a bake ry 
oven! When that is paid off, she plans 
to borrow again, this time to construct 
a bakery kitchen at the rear of their 
home. (Elvira currently works in an 
old adobe structure, which is crum-
bling around her.) 
Despi te her di lapidated ki tchen, 
Elvira's business is thriving. And dur-
ing my April visit, we again spent 
t ime bak ing . E lv i ra is a n x i o u s to 
expand her repertoire. Her l imited 
reading and writing skills means she 
best learns directly f rom others rather 
than f rom recipes. 
During the overnight bus ride to 
Mexico City after six days in Gomez 
Farias, I pondered whether M C C had 
truly failed there. I 'm still disappoint-
ed in my own limitations during our 
stay, but I realize some seeds did fall 
on f e r t i l e g r o u n d . A n d G o d h a s 
allowed them to grow. Maybe it's OK 
to follow the faithful widow's exam-
ple and continue dropping our "mites" 
into the world's "offering plate." 
Emily Will works in the Communications 
Office of MCC, Akron, Pa. 
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John Graybill interviews four leaders in 
the Japanese Brethren in Christ Church: 
Rev. Nishimura, Mr. Okano, 
Rev. Hashimoto, and Rev. Tojo Flock 
Several months ago, John Graybill in 
Japan asked several members of the 
church in that country to reflect on 
Brethren in Christ missionaries and 
their work. He spoke with Isao 
Nishimura, chairman ofthe Brethren in 
Christ Church in Japan; Mr. Okano, lay 
leader of the Hagi congregation; Rev. 
Hashimoto of the Nukui church in 
Tokyo; and Rev. Takanabu Tojo ofthe 
Kodaira church, also in Tokyo. The 
translation ofthe interviews that follow 
is largely literal. 
John Graybill: How did the mission-
aries do their work? 
Isao Nishimura: I have worked with 
the Willms, Books, Graybills, and the 
Zooks, and all four couples have dedi-
cated their lives for church planting 
duties, very enthusiastically, with a 
strong emphasis in their personal life 
with deep love of family. This love of 
family and the reality of their home life 
impressed us very much. 
Often the worship service on Sun-
days was conducted in the homes of 
missionaries and the missionaries took 
good care of the seekers and members. 
All felt loved and were open to hear the 
words of Jesus through them. 
We held Yamaguchi Prefectural 
Meetings once a month and often the 
missionaries served tea and we enjoyed 
keeping peaceful company with them. 
We felt our Christian relationship with 
the Lord and with the missionaries was 
deepened, and through joint prayer 
t imes together we made plans for 
greater progress. 
Mr. Okano: It is difficult for one to 
describe the missionaries' efforts pre-
cisely and adequately in simple words. 
Especially from the early days of 1950-
1980, the missionaries faced a lot of 
hardships and uneasy feelings, but they 
tried their best for the salvation of the 
Japanese people from the youngest to 
the very oldest. This was especially true 
through the cooking and English class-
es. 
Graybill: Describe the relationships 
that missionaries had with the 
Japanese in general and with mem-
bers of the church in particular. 
Nishimura: The four missionary 
couples freely greeted Japanese people, 
showing good will, and often invited 
neighbors to their homes for cooking 
and fellowship. This was a natural way 
for Japanese to learn the Bible and 
about Christianity. Some participated in 
community sports, causing the citizens 
to love and respect them. Most mis-
sionaries have fine personalities and 
warm character which was attractive to 
the Japanese who felt at home and at 
ease when in their presence. 
The missionaries did their best to 
smile to everyone, and opened their 
hearts and their homes, with the result 
that even cit izens unrelated to the 
churches had good impressions and 
memories of missionaries who lived in 
the Hagi area. 
Rev. Hashimoto: The missionaries 
became acquainted with neighbors 
quickly and became good friends, had 
immediate contacts, and established 
good relationships with kindness. 
Graybill: How did the missionaries 
give leadership to the young churches 
in Japan? 
Okano: At first, the missionaries 
were the leaders of the churches. They 
were good leaders, accepted responsi-
bility, pioneered, developed and edu-
cated the people for church growth. 
In the 1980s, Rev. Roy Sider began 
the principle of the missionaries work-
ing with the national churches in close 
partnership relations. However, this 
principle was vague at the beginning, 
thus it faced difficulties, and never 
developed quite like he had hoped. But 
the missionaries and national churches 
did negotiate for organizational plans. 
Rev. Takanabu Tojo: The mission 
and missionaries had different visions. 
Their strategies were different so they 
struggled. 
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The new Hagi church building. 
Graybill: Evaluate the foundation that 
the missionaries laid for the Brethren 
in Christ Church in Japan. 
Nishimura: The gospel was spread 
through English Bible classes, western 
cooking classes, Sunday schools, cook-
ies, women Bible studies. During the 
Christmas season, missionaries spon-
sored large events, gave lectures, dis-
tributed tracts, held evangelistic meet-
ings. They encouraged group efforts in 
evangelism. They stressed non-denom-
inational activities with small begin-
nings in Hagi, then to Nagato, Takibe, 
Shimonoseki , Tokyo, Nagoya, and 
presently in Osaka. 
Tojo: The missionaries were too ide-
alistic; their methods did not harmo-
nize, and the leadership training was 
not strong. 
Okano: The missionaries developed 
small and independent churches. On the 
surface, they did not use the Brethren in 
Christ name but rather the regional 
name, assuming it would be more easi-
ly understood by the non-Christians in 
the community. 
Church members fai thfully gave 
offerings for the support of the local 
church but not for support of the pastor, 
who was self-supported. This was a 
ra the r r evo lu t iona ry idea for the 
Japanese, but the believers in Hagi 
thought it was right and followed in the 
instruction of the missionaries. 
In 1961 a Christian Evangelical 
School was begun in Hagi and contin-
ued until 1965. Some of the students 
from the school are still active as lead-
ers in our churches. Weekly radio pro-
grams, summer camps, a Christian book 
store, tent meetings and street meetings 
were all a part of the missionaries' 
evangelistic efforts in those days. 
Graybill: How did the missionaries 
accept Japanese culture? 
Nishimura: As far as food is con-
cerned, they ate rice as well as bread 
and made good tries at eating the tradi-
tional Japanese meals with subsidiary 
dishes like sushi, tempura, omochi, zen-
zai, and so forth. As daily customs are 
concerned, they greeted very well from 
their side at first. They made good 
efforts to accept various kinds of habits 
and customs to become assimilated into 
Japanese culture. 
In addition, the missionaries taught 
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us to say "yes" and "no" clearly, where-
as Japanese give yes and no vaguely, 
sometimes with no answer, which may 
mean yes and no. 
Okano: They understood Japanese 
culture quite well, but sometimes 
adapted it to the church style, in which 
they showed the Christian way distinc-
tively. Sometimes we could not under-
stand them, but because of them, peo-
ple gradually came to faith in Christ. 
Graybill: What other impressions of 
Brethren in Christ missionaries do 
you have? 
Nishimura: Missionaries faced many 
difficulties, hardships and sorrows in 
Japan, but they trusted in the Lord and 
overcame in many struggles. Four 
career couples came to Japan newly 
married. They handled difficult prob-
lems among the people and at the same 
time took care of their families. 
I, as a disciple of the Lord Jesus, can 
look back and see how the missionaries 
were shepherds of the flock, loved 
everybody, and were truly our brothers 
and sisters in Christ, full of love and 
mercy. With deep appreciation I report 
this. 
Tojo: The Brethren in Christ Mis-
sion Board put too much time and ener-
gy into strategy in Africa and South 
America, with less vision and burden 
for Asia. 
Okano: We are grateful to the mis-
sionaries for their gospel works and for 
consecrating their whole life to the 
Japanese people. The dedicated wives 
should be credited highly for their mer-
itorious services. The wives were indeed 
an encouragement to the Japanese 
women, giving them hope and comfort, 
as most of the members of the church 
are ladies. 
We are thankful for their fine ser-
vices, and also for the understanding 
of the mission board and also for the 
support of the churches in North Amer-
ica by their prayers and financial gifts. 
Especially are we thankful for the giv-
ing of the properties to the Japanese 
Brethren in Christ Church Conference 
in past years. 
As we have no Brethren in Christ 
missionaries living with us now, we still 
want to know news from North Amer-
ica and also how to report to the papers 
of the Evangelical Visitor to share what 
is happening in Japan, also for us to 
learn what is happening in mission 
work by other Brethren in Christ mis-
sionaries in other countries. 
Correction: In "Centennial Celebration 
tour to Africa" (Sept. Visitor, p. 15), proper 
credit was not given to the Brethren in Christ 
Historical Society, which sponsored the trip in 
cooperation with Brethren in Christ Missions. 
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J2iving water in JZimbabwe 
by Chris Newcomer 
During the last few days that our 
family spent in Zimbabwe, we were 
fortunate enough to take a canoe trip 
on the mighty Zambezi River. A trip 
of this sort is a perfect illustration of 
l i fe . S o m e t i m e s we f loa t se rene ly 
along enjoying the scenery, which is 
the life that God has given us. Never-
theless, jus t around the bend in the 
river are hidden rough spots: sandbars 
of sin, crocodiles of conceit, hippos of 
heal th p rob lems , and e lephan ts of 
exhaus t ion . It s eems that one can 
never see quite far enough to avoid 
these hazards. 
On our canoe trip, my husband and 
I shared a canoe. Our trip leader told 
us that the person in the front seat pro-
vides the physical power of paddling 
while the person in the back decides 
direction and guides the canoe. I had 
the front and my husband, Steve, had 
the back. (Talk about a power strug-
gle!) Now, I have been told that I am 
s t u b b o r n ; h o w e v e r , e v e n t u a l l y I 
learned that I would have to do what 
Steve said or we would never make 
any progress. We began our trip and 
were gliding smoothly along when 
suddenly . . . rough spot—hippo! I just 
wanted to get out of there fast and I 
began to do my own thing, complete-
ly ignoring the guidance my partner 
was giving me. It was not working. 
We were not going anywhere. I final-
ly collected myself and began to do 
my job. Soon we were out of dan-
ger—our hearts pounding, but safe. 
In our life as Christians, God is in 
the canoe with us as our partner. All 
of us have had times when we try to 
do both jobs. We soon come to the 
understanding that we are to provide 
the manpower, but we must let God be 
our guide and give direction to our 
lives. For those of us who have com-
pleted service, God has brought us 
back to North America. Some have 
come willingly, sensing God leading 
in another direction. Some of us have 
come with crying hearts, uncertain of 
the direction. All of us have come 
with God's guidance. 
I would like to speak 
for all of us when I say 
" t h a n k y o u " f o r all of 
your prayers and support 
over the years. It has been 
our p r iv i l ege to serve . In 
closing I would like to quote Isaiah 
12:2-6:"'Surely God is my salvation; 
I will trust and not be af ra id . The 
Lord, the Lord, is my strength and my 
song; he has become my salvation.' 
With joy you will draw water f rom 
the wells of salvation. In that day you 
will say: 'Give thanks to the Lord, call 
on his name; make known among the 
nations what he has done, and pro-
claim that his name is exalted. Sing to 
the Lord, for he has done glorious 
things; let this be known to all the 
world. Shout aloud and sing for joy, 
people of Zion, for great is the Holy 
One of Israel among you. ' " 
Chris Newcomer and her family served in 
Zimbabwe since January 1975 and returned to 
North America in May 1997. Steve and Chris 
are members at Fairview Avenue Brethren in 
Christ Church, Waynesboro, Pa., and have 
two teen-age daughters, Joy and Hope. Since 
returning to the States, Steve has enrolled in 
courses at Evangelical Theological Seminary 
in Myerstown, Pa., and Chris is working as a 
PERSONAL PROFILE 
Melissa Johnston 
Melissa grew up in a Christian home and . 
accepted Jesus Christ into her heart as a five-
year-old. At age thirteen, she realized her 
need to follow Jesus publicly through bap-
tism. Melissa recognized gifts of leadership, 
administration, and teaching as she grew to 
know more of God. Following studies at a 
t e a c h e r ' s co l l ege and the Unive r s i ty of 
Toronto, she worked for three years as an 
occasional teacher for the Niagara South 
Board of Education. 
B e g i n n i n g in 1993, M e l i s s a b e c a m e 
increasingly involved in a year-round camp ministry 
with Oneida Baptist Camp. In summer seasons she 
served as a cabin leader, Bible study leader, craft lead-
er, and program director. For the past two years she has 
also served as camp manager. 
This involved nutritional as-
pects, business, maintenance, 
and staffing areas of the camp. 
Through encounte rs with 
several Latin Amer i ca mis-
s ionar ies in the s u m m e r of 
1996, God gave her a desire 
to se rve in Venezue l a as a 
teacher. God used Mike Hol-
land, Brethren in Christ World 
M i s s i o n s m i s s i o n a r y f r o m 
Venezuela, to lead her into ser-
vice with Brethren in Christ 
missions. With full confidence 
of G o d ' s c a l l on h e r l i f e , 
Melissa is committed to a three-year term in Venezuela. 
She is currently studying Spanish at the Missionary 
Language School at Rio Grande Bible Institute in Edin-
burg, Texas, in preparation for her assignment. 
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ZAMBIA 
A family in time 
of need 
by Leota Mann 
August 1, 1997—This past week I 
attended the funeral of a nine-month-
old baby, Grace Kashima. The cause of 
death was a virulent type of pneumo-
nia. She was born in October on the 
day we arrived to begin our term of 
service here at Macha Hospital. 
He r p a r e n t s a re r e f u g e e s f r o m 
Rwanda. The hospital had hired the 
father to work here as a physician, but 
a f t e r three m o n t h s the au thor i t i e s 
arrested him on charges of genocide. 
They are currently detaining him in 
Tanzania, awaiting trial. Mrs. Kashima 
remained here for the birth of her third 
child, working in the hospital offices as 
a computer operator. 
When Grace died, Mrs. Kashima 
was unable to reach Dr. Kashima to 
inform him of the death of the daugh-
ter he never met. When I called at the 
Kashima home before the funeral, the 
mother said she had been praying that 
God would take Grace to be with him 
because she was suffering so much. 
She also expressed appreciation that 
the doctors had worked so hard to save 
her daughter, but felt that her death 
was God 's will. How different f rom 
the attitudes of many North Ameri-
cans! 
The day of the burial, about 70 hos-
pital friends met at the mortuary where 
we sat on the ground, singing softly 
while close f r iends and the mother 
washed and dressed the baby's body. 
Then they put the body into a tiny cof-
fin and we walked to the hospital cem-
etery. Mrs. Kashima dressed herself in 
her very best and held her head high. 
Her sons, ages four and eight, were at 
her side. Nurses and friends had made 
enough floral wreaths to cover the 
grave after the burial. The eight-year-
old son placed a crude cross at the 
grave with the name and dates of birth 
and death. Many new graves are in this 
cemetery , but this is the only one 
marked in any way. 
The Kashimas are a far-from-afflu-
ent family and buying food for her 
children now is difficult for her. Her 
courageous attitude has touched us 
deeply. She plans to remain here until 
she has some word of the trial results 
or some contact f rom the extended 
fami ly , who are all r e f u g e e s with 
unknown addresses. 
Mrs. Kashima is part of our ladies' 
Bible Study group. After the funeral, 
we all went to the house to take food 
items and have a song and prayer ser-
vice. Through her tears, she thanked us 
and said she expected to be alone in 
this experience, but here at Macha she 
has found brothers, sisters, fathers, and 
mothers. We all cried. 
Leota Mann and her husband, Dr. Lester 
Mann, have been serving at Macha Hospital 
in Choma, Zambia, for the past year. This is 
their third short term at Macha Hospital They 
are members of the Freeport Mennonite 
Church in Freeport, III. 
An K i k t c tyti\4t%t$s 
by Mark Vanderkooi 
Recently, a pastor friend of mine raised this question: Leaving ample 
room for the "call of God," what factors in my upbringing contributed to my 
becoming a missionary? 
There are some "obvious" factors. In my case, our house was for many 
years a perpetual way station for furloughing missionaries who came to 
study medicine with my mom; my parents considered becoming missionar-
ies themselves at one point; and missionaries were part of the life of the 
churches in which I grew up. Strangely, though, I don't recall that the influ-
ence of these factors was ever anything more than subliminal. 
I never "went forward" at a missions conference. The missionaries in our 
house were guests—not people on whose knees I sat in rapture. And to this 
day I have no special memory of a missionary or presentation at church 
which particularly impressed me. 
There was, I believe, something more profound. I was raised in such a way 
that when the Lord called me to missionary service, saying yes to that call 
was not difficult. 
The parameters of life were broad enough to accommodate that call; the 
scope of what constituted the "normal" of life was wide enough to see the 
possibilities. My upbringing had entailed what I call "creative initiative"— 
the will of my parents to rethink conventional wisdom and then do the 
unusual. As a result, when I decided to become a missionary at age 16,1 did 
not feel constrained by the inertia of the "normal." 
There were visible manifestations of this lack of conventionality. We 
lived in the "weird house" on our upscale block—the one with the unsight-
ly "organic" garden, the ungainly solar collector on the roof, and the "ade-
quate" furniture in the living room. 
But these were only surface manifestations of more fundamental depar-
tures from the norms of society and the church. My parents' refusal to ever 
purchase a television (even 30 years ago in the "good old days" of "clean" 
television) and taking us children backpacking beginning at a young age are 
but two examples of many. 
The point is that being a missionary is not normal. But most kids are raised 
(and insist they be raised) as normal. It is no surprise then that as adults, 
departure from the norm—even when the Lord is calling them to missionary 
service—is a difficult leap to take. There is simply no precedent for such a 
radical departure from conventional expectations. 
An excuse for weirdness? I prefer to think of it as an excuse for noncon-
formity, a nonconformity which, as the accepted standards and priorities of 
society become more and more unacceptable to Christians, will serve our 
children in many more ways than just making them more disposed to respond 
to the missionary call. 
Reprinted by permission from TEAM Horizons. 
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God at work in our world 
We've found a church! 
Isaac and Connie Flagg are studying 
Spanish at Rio Grande Missionary Lan-
guage School in Edinburg, Texas, in 
preparation for service in Mexico. Their 
son Liam is four years old. Isaac previ-
ously served as Associate Pastor at the 
Heise Hill Brethren in Christ Church in 
Gormley, Ontario. He hopes to be teaching 
next fall in the Training Center associated 
with the Iglesia Principe de Pax. 
We are attending Iglesia Principe 
de Pax (Prince of Peace Church) in 
Reynosa each Sunday morning. Liam 
goes with the ch i ldren to Sunday 
school; it has been a real blessing for 
him to be attending with Kyle and 
Christina Main and Anna Eberhard. 
The f irs t Sunday we a t tended the 
Alpha and Omega Church and felt 
very blessed to be able to share our 
call to missions with the congrega-
tion, thanks to the expert translation 
work of L e R o y Eber ly . A f t e r we 
shared, the congregation held hands 
with us and prayed for us. This was a 
very humbling and blessed experience 
which we will not soon forget. It was 
Isaac's privilege to attend a baby ded-
ication at the same church one Sunday 
evening. The church was packed, and 
the singing was beautiful, accompa-
nied by a guitar and tambourine. 
Thinking of spending time in 
Southern California for vacation, or 
to visit friends and relatives? Upland 
Manor has a furnished studio apart-
ment for rent. You may rent for one 
week, one month, or longer. Upland 
Manor is in a central location—one 
hour to the mountains, one hour to the 
ocean, one hour or less to most attrac-
tions, and five minutes to the Brethren 
in Christ Church. If you are interested 
in this studio apartment, call Neal or 
Evelyn Longenecker at (909) 985-
1215, or write to: Upland Manor, Inc., 
Atten.: Neal Longenecker, 1125 W. 
Arrow Hwy. #34, Upland, CA 91786. 
You may also fax the office at (909) 
920-4014. 
New birth 
Mathew Bradbury and his wife Kerry, 
with their sons Ben and Josh, are serving 
in Nepal under TEAM, seconded by 
Brethren in Christ World Missions. Matt 
and Kerry are members of the Upper 
Oaks Community Church (Brethren in 
Christ) in Oakville, Ontario. 
No, we are not having a girl, nor a 
boy (I don ' t think I could handle 
another boy) , but the Brethren in 
Christ are birthing a new church here 
in Kathmandu. The two full-time pas-
tors, Ruplal and Tanka, are eager for 
the work the Lord has laid before 
them. For eight weeks they have been 
sharing, visiting, and teaching in their 
new communi t i e s . Tuesdays they 
meet with us at our home for leader-
ship focus and encouragement, while 
we have one mid-week community 
home fellowship and the Sabbath ser-
vice Sa turday morn ing . Tanka is 
newly married as of June, and Ruplal 
has a brand new baby girl, Rubina. 
Monday, a 40-year-old man and his 
10-year-old son received the Lord's 
invitation. Please pray for all of these 
men and for Kerry and me as we 
adopt their vision and try to build 
them up. 
Certain excitement 
Gary and Imelda (Mel) Andricks, with 
their children Ryan and Lesley, are in 
their second term with Brethren in Christ 
World Missions in Malawi. They are 
members at the Lancaster (Pa.) Brethren 
in Christ Church. 
Gary Andr icks en joys working 
with a group of 15 Muslim students 
and professionals who are learning or 
are employed in the town of Man-
gochi. They are working through a 
correspondence course designed for 
Muslims, and there is a certain excite-
ment among the group as they ask 
questions and interact with each other. 
Praise God for Ali, a committed Yao 
Christian from a Muslim background 
who is sharing the responsibilities for 
this Bible study group. He is a recent 
graduate and has come to Mangochi 
to work as a translator for the Chiyao 
Bible translation project. 
Ali and Gary are beginning anoth-
er w e e k l y B i b l e s t udy g r o u p in 
Mpalume Village and plan other out-
reaches. Willie Beaton, studying at 
Likabula Bible Institute, will be help-
ing them for a couple of m o n t h s 
between school terms. 
New creatures 
Rachel Kibler with her husband George 
are part of the missionary team in the 
Choma, Zambia, area. They are members 
of the Cumberland Valley Brethren in 
Christ Church. 
On a recent Saturday afternoon we 
had a baptismal service at Shampande 
Church. I had taught the new believers 
class for ten weeks and 16 of the class 
members were to be baptized. Sever-
al from other congregations were also 
bapt ized. Af te r ten weeks I knew 
these s tudents very well . We had 
learned together and they had shared 
openly. 
Bina Fury was to be baptized. She 
had missed several classes and I had 
told the class that if they missed more 
than two classes, they could not be 
baptized. In her case, however, her 
daughter had died a few months ago, 
leaving a granddaughter for her to 
care for. Then the granddaughter died, 
and Bina Fury herself had been sick. 
So I asked Emily, a single woman of 
the class who lives almost on the back 
veranda of Bina Fury's house, to do 
the lessons with her. Bina Fury did 
the work sheets with Emily and now 
she could be baptized, too. When she 
came out of the water, she was greet-
ed by all the well-wishers. She just 
could not stop smiling. She was so 
excited now to be a member of the 
church. 
As they had shared in c lass , I 
learned something of the lifestyle they 
were leaving behind now that they 
had decided to follow Jesus. Tears 
filled my eyes most of the time as I 
h u g g e d the d r i p p i n g b o d i e s and 
praised God for these who had turned 
their backs on a life of sin and were 
new creatures in Christ. ^ 
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1998 Summer Missions Teams 
Cross-Cultural Work/Ministry Teams 
i 
Tzmsm 
Whatever your calling and 
capabilities, 
there's a world that needs you... 
because it needs Jesus. 
What is Training Week? 
Your trip begins with TIMS Training Week held at 
the Christian Retreat Center in East Waterford, Pa. 
This intense week will prepare and challenge you for 
the task ahead. You will develop friendships with 
your teammates and learn to work as a team, as 
you work your way over the wall, log-ladder, or 
run the morning obstacle course. Classes will be 
given in carpentry, masonry, language, evangelism, 
culture, drama, and testimonies. Rallies will be held 
every night to challenge you in your walk with 
God and to motivate you to serve others. At the 
conclusion of Training Week, a commissioning ser-
vice will send the teams to minister to "the utter-




Teens in Missionary Service (TIMS) is a ministry that provides a short-term mission/service expe-
rience. It builds teens spiritually, instills a missionary vision, and enables high school-age youth to 
participate more fully in the worldwide call of Acts 1:8. TIMS summer team members will spend 
a week in training camp and then, from two to four weeks in the cross-cultural setting of their 
choice helping career missionaries. They will work in a variety of evangelism and discipleship min-
istries such as literature distribution, street evangelism, drama, music, Bible studies, camp work, con-
struction, and more! TIMS summer team members will experience missions first-hand and have 
an opportunity for God to use and change their lives forever. This exposure to missionary life has 
transformed the lives of many teens. 
Cultural 
Ministry? 
How do you qualify? 
If you are 13-20 years old and are willing to give of yourself to God in service, attitude 
and heart, to accomplish his plan, you qualify! You will join others on a team that will be 
working together in evangelism, work projects, and 
children's ministry. If you are 21-60 years old, you 
may apply for a leadership role on one of the teams. 
Yes, you can go even if you've never done anything 
like this before! We will train each team member and 
leader for the summer of ministry set before them. 
What about cost? 
Ail expenses from the beginning of Training Week to the termination of your trip at 
Debrief are covered in the TIMS program. This includes all room and board, travel, airport taxes, 
and recreation expenses. This price does not include passports, visas, per-
sonal souvenirs, and inoculations. We will advise you on how to raise all 
the money you need to go on your missions trip. The TIMS program 
includes support forms to which you may add your own personal letter. 
The letter can be sent to friends, relatives, or others who may wish to con-
tribute to your mission effort. Their tax-deductible gifts are sent directly to 
the TIMS office and are held in an account for you. 
What is Debrief? 
At the conclusion of the trips, each team will return for a time of debrief-
ing. This will be a time of rest, assimilation, and practical instruction on re-
entry. We have found that Debrief is one of the most important parts of the 
trip. As a team embarks upon a life-changing trip, individuals can fill their 
"suitcases" with gifts of insight from their teammates. Upon returning home, 
they will find themselves unpacking more than just curios. They will dis-
cover spiritual treasures that build character and glorify the Lord. 
A word from 
alumni 
"Training Week was awesome!" Julie Hoke, 
Carlisle, Pa.; Navajo '96 
"I would strongly encourage anyone consider-
ing joining a TIMS team to join. Nothing could 
take the place of four weeks focused on God. A 
TIMS trip would be a life-changing experience." 
Alan Thrush, Chino, Calif.; Venezuela '97 
"What impacted me the most was the chil-
dren...to see their openness and how they 
would come and ding to you because they just 
wanted someone to love them." Holly Carbaugh, 
Chambersburg, Pa.; Navajo '96 
WHAT SHOULD 
YOU DO NEXT? 
Pray about the Lord's direction 
for you this summer. Mail the appli-
cation (on the next page) to the TIMS 
office and we will respond when you 
return your application. 
"Prepare for a life-chaneing experience'" Beth "Getting to know people from all over the U.S. and coming together as 
Engle, Mt. Joy, Pa.; Honduras 95  a  team" Just in Heath'  uP land' Calif-; zimbabwe 96 
"The way I see the world now, compared to my 
perspective before the mission trip, is that there 
is much to be done and there needs to be peo-
ple to do it." Kelly Heefner, Shippensburg, Pa.; 
Zimbabwe '97 
"You grow so much from what you see and do. You'll never forget the 
experience." Lisa Wagner, East Waterford, Pa.; Honduras '95 
"I say, it's a life-changing experience that will leave you looking for more. 
You'll never regret the experience." Brandie Gauger, Waynesboro, Pa.; 
Venezuela '97 
"One of the benefits of being on a TIMS 
team is you are pushed out of your com-
fort zone. God is so faithful in provid-
ing...taking you right to your limit and 
then being there to take you beyond...to 
grow in him. Being on a TIMS team and 
being in a cross-cultural setting you have 
fewer distractions and you can focus on 
the Lord." Sean McGarvey, Goshen, Ind.; 
Zimbabwe '96 
"I will look at what I have a lot differently." 
Chris Mowers, Carlisle, Pa.; Zimbabwe '97 
r 
ZIMBABWE 
Work/Evangelism Team June 21 -July 25 
Following training camp you and your team will 
fly over the Atlantic Ocean to London, England, 
where you will have time for sightseeing and sou-
venir shopping. Your team will then board a plane 
bound for Harare, the capital of Zimbabwe. After 
refueling, you will have a short flight to the city of Bul-
awayo. You will travel on to Ekuphileni Bible Institute 
where your team will construct a new library for the 
Bible Institute. Your housing will be with the mis-
sionaries there and church families in the area. The 
team will also take part in church services and do vil-
Iage-to-village outreach. Debrief will take place at 
the Christian Retreat Center. 
Contribution equal to: $3,076.00 US 
ZAMBIA 
Work/Evangelism Team June 21 -July 25 
Experience the fascination of Central Africa on 
the very first TIMS team to Zambia. After training 
camp you will fly over the Atlantic Ocean to Lon-
don, England, where you will have time for sight-
seeing and souvenir shopping. Your team will then 
board a plane bound for Lusaka, the capital of Zam-
bia. You will then travel to the Brethren in Christ Mis-
sion Hospital where your team will paint ward rooms. 
Your housing will be in a dormitory. The team will 
also take part in church services and do village-to-vil-
lage outreach. You will also have opportunity to visit 
mile-wide Victoria Falls, one of the seven natural 
wonders of the world. Debrief will be at the Christian 
Retreat Center. 
Contribution equal to: $3,107.00 US 
VENEZUELA 
Work/Evangelism Team June 21 -July 25 
After training camp you will fly over the beautiful 
Caribbean Ocean to the fascinating city of Caracas, 
Venezuela. Your team will help construct some hous-
ing at the new Brethren in Christ camp in Venezuela. 
You will also be doing street ministry using dramas, 
group singing, and balloon ministry. Saturday and 
Sunday will be spent with local church people. Your 
team will experience the blessing of being housed 
with these same local church people. Practice your 
Spanish while shopping for souvenirs such as pottery, 
maracas, hammocks, and clothing. Debrief will be at 
the Christian Retreat Center. 
Contribution equal to: $1,870.00 US 
NICARAGUA 
Work/Evangelism Team June 21 -July 25 
Hola! Spend your summer in Central America's 
tropical terrain. After training camp you will fly to 
Managua, Nicaragua. There your team will work side 
by side with the Nicaraguan people in rural church 
building repairs. You will also be given the opportu-
nity to minister in churches with dramas and testi-
monies along with a balloon ministry. Housing will be 
with local church families. There will also be time for 
sightseeing and shopping for souvenirs such as ham-
mocks, pottery and clothing. Debrief will be held at 
the Christian Retreat Center. 
Contribution equal to: $1,771.00 US 
NEW MEXICO 
Work/Evangelism Team June 21 -July 25 
Spend your summer vacation living in New Mex-
ico, the "Land of Enchantment." With the completion 
of training camp, you will fly to Albuquerque, New 
Mexico. From there, you will travel to the Navajo 
Indian reservation located three hours north. While at 
the Brethren in Christ Mission in Navajoland, your 
team will be doing some painting, five-day clubs, 
gym nights, and church services. Housing for your 
team will be in a dormitory setting at the Mission. 
Along with this busy work schedule, you will still 
have ample time for hiking the mesas, sightseeing, 
and shopping for Navajo-made souvenirs. Debrief 
will be at the Christian Retreat Center. 
Contribution equal to: $ 1,310.00 US 
MEXICO 
Work/Evangelism Team June 21 -July 25 
Experience a cross-cultural summer. After training 
camp your team will fly to McAllen, Texas, where 
you and your team will be based. Housing will be in 
dormitories. The team will travel by van 60 miles 
into the interior of Mexico to put a roof on a church. 
While there your team will also have the opportuni-
ty to use dramas, testimonies, group singing, and 
balloon ministry to help the local churches in the 
evening and also in a nearby orphanage. The beau-
ty of the Mexican countryside and the colorful life-
style of the Mexican people will make this mission 
trip a memory of a lifetime. Debrief will be at the 
Christian Retreat Center. 
Contribution equal to: $1,600.00 US 
I 
How can you get involved? Fill out the following response form and mail it today. 
TIMS Phone: (717)734-3627 
RD 1, Box 13A FAX: (717)734-3339 
East Waterford, PA 17021 E-mail: CRCTIMS2@aol.com 
YES, I want to join a TIMS Team and serve this summer! Please send me an application. 
Name 
Address 
City State/Prov ZIP/Postal Code _ 
Phone ( ) Age 
I 
Spurrier, Warfel, 
and Yoder begin 
MCC assignments 
Rebecca Spurrier of Dillsburg, Pa., 
is beginning a three-year MCC assign-
ment in Donetsk, Ukraine, where she will 
work as an English 
teacher. 
She received a 
bachelor's degree 
in Engl ish f rom 
Calvin College in 
Grand Rapids , 
Mich., and was last 
employed as an 
administrator and 
activity director in 
Charleston, S.C. 
She is a member of the Grantham (Pa.) 
Brethren in Christ Church. Her parents 
are Esther and John Spurrier of Dillsburg. 
Matthew Warfel of Leola, Pa., most 
recently of Ithaca, N.Y., is beginning a 
three-year MCC 
ass ignment in 
Camir i , Bol ivia , 
where he will work 
as a rural water 
systems developer. 
Warfel complet-




versity in Ithaca and was last employed as 
a research assistant at Cornell University. 
He is a member of the Lancaster (Pa.) 
Brethren in Christ Church. His parents 
are David and Ruth Warfel of Leola. 
Stephanie Yoder of St. Thomas, Pa., 
is beginning a two-year MCC assignment 
in Har lan , Ky., 
where she will work 
as a music and art 
teacher. 
Yoder received a 
bachelor's degree in 
music educat ion 
from Messiah Col-
lege in Grantham, 
Pa. , and was last 
employed as a choir 
director at Bowmansdale (Pa.) Church of 
God and as a cashier at the Butcher Shop 
in Chambersburg, Pa. 
She is a member of the West Side 
Brethren in Christ Church in Chambers-
burg. Her parents are Barbara and Samuel 
Yoder of St. Thomas. 
Rebecca Herr begins 
Y.E.S. assignment 
Rebecca Herr has begun training in the 
Youth Evangelism Services (Y.E.S.) Pro-
gram of the Eastern Mennonite Board for 
Missions. She is the daughter of Pastor 
and Mrs. Earl Herr, 
of the Martinsburg 
(Pa.) Brethren in 
Christ Church. 
Y.E.S. teams of 
five to seven young 
people, including a 
team leader, will be 
serving in Nepal , 7?" 
Germany, Columbia, \ 
Hait i , Mexico, 
Brazil, Trinidad, Indonesia, Italy, Kenya, 
Canada, and several cities in the United 
States. Their ministries will include build-
ing or re-building homes, teaching chil-
dren, health services, street evangelism, 
and working with established church pro-
grams in some areas. Youth in the United 
States will be self-supporting in jobs that 
have high visibility in the community 
where they minister. Those in other coun-
tries needed to raise support to fully fund 







Early in January Rebecca will be 
assigned to Pueblo, Mexico. At this point 
she expects to be living with a Mexican 
family. Her team will be working with a 
Mexican pastor and his church to reach 






Pa., is beginning a 
one-year term with 
the Intermenno pro-
gram in Karlsruhe, 
Germany, where she will work with the 
local church and as a nanny with the 
Horsch family. She will probably move 
to another placement in the same country 
for the second half of the year. 
Miller was last employed at Kenbrook 
Bible Camp as a wilderness leader. She 
graduated from Edinboro University of 
Pennsylvania. She attends Elizabethtown 
Brethren in Christ Church. Her parents 
are Mary and Rodney Miller of Eliza-
bethtown. 
TEENS IN MISSIONARY SERVICE 
(A Brethren in Christ Ministry) 
"Love That Wears Work Boots" 
Team Leaders (5 weeks) 
(for leading short-term mission trips throughout the world) 
•Primary Leaders •Assistant Leaders 
Work Camp Volunteer Staff (1 to 5 weeks) 
•Construction Supervisor •Work Site Coordinator 
•Material Runner 
Summer Volunteer Staff Members (1 week-3 months) 
•Cooks ©Kitchen Helpers 
•Janitorial and Maintenance 
CLIP AND MAIL 
YES! I am interested in serving 
with the TIMS ministry as follows: 
• Team Leader 
• Asst. Team Leader 
• Work Camp Staff 
• Summer Staff Member 
Send to: 
TEENS IN MISSIONARY SERVICE 
RR 1, Box 13A 
East Waterford, PA 17021 




City ST/PR Postal Code 
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Church 
News 
Notes of Congregational Activities in North America 
Allegheny Conference 
On Sept . 21 Anthony Myers 
from Teen Missions Int'l. informed 
the Air Hill congregation, Cham-
bersburg, Pa., about the organiza-
t i on ' s summer activit ies. • The 
Martins gave a concert Sept. 28 at 
the Antrim church, Chambersburg. 
The Criders, Stuebings, and Esther 
Spurrier were missions week speak-
ers Sept. 13-21. • Nate and Cathy 
Harrisburg Brethren in Christ 
Church 
Associate Pastor of Children and 
Youth Job Description 
Basic Mission: To give care, nurture, and 
facilitate discipieship to the children and 
youth of the church. To oversee and coor-
dinate the activities of the youth and chil-
dren's programs. 
Specific Responsibilities 
1. Pray for the children, youth, and the 
ministries associated with them. 
2. Oversee Sunday school programs for 
youth and children (not adult programs). 
3. Conduct and provide for Wednesday 
night programs for youth and children. 
4. Disciple youth for ministry and leader-
ship. 
5. Plan group activities for youth and chil-
dren. 
6. Create service opportunities for youth. 
7. Recruit and equip youth and children's 
ministry leaders. 
8. Be available for youth counseling. 
9. Work with the Children's Commission. 
10. Participate in pastoral leadership team 
activities. 
Skills and orientation 
1. Cross-cultural skills and sensitivity in 
an urban setting. 
2. Excellent people skills. 
3. Good motivator and recruiter of per-
sonnel. 
4. Good administrative skills (planning 
and coordinating for children and youth 
ministries). 
5. Anabaptist orientation. 
6. Christian education experience or train-
ing. 
7. Evangelistic. 
8. Ability to be flexible, have fun, but 
retain authority with kids. 
9. Women and ethnic minorities encour-
aged to apply. 
To apply, send resume by Jan. 31, 1998. to: 
Pastor Glenn (Woody) Dalton 
Harrisburg Brethren in Christ Church 
2001 Chestnut Street 
Harrisburg PA 17104 
Phone (717) 234-1583 
Bert spoke Oct. 12 to the Cham-
b e r s b u r g c o n g r e g a t i o n abou t 
N i c a r a g u a . •> The t eens of the 
Fairview Ave. church, Waynes-
boro, Pa., gave summer missions 
reports Sept. 14 and 21. 
The Five Forks congregation, 
Waynesboro, had their sixth annual 
bazaar and craft show Oct. 18. The 
church provides videotapes of ser-
vices for shut-ins and others upon 
request. • The youth of the Green-
spring church, Newville, Pa., had a 
bonfire recently in the spirit of Acts 
19:19. They burned anything they 
felt was hindering their spiritual 
growth. • The Hollowell women, 
Waynesboro, had a retreat Sept. 26-
27 featuring Jeannie Blocker, founder 
of Body and Soul Aerobics. • For 
the first time, the Martinsburg, Pa., 
church hosted the Red Cross Blood-
mobile on Sept. 25. 
The Mt. Rock church, Ship-
pensburg. Pa., sponsored a free car 
wash for the community on Oct. 4. 
The church began a parenting class 
Sept. 24 using Gary Smalley videos. 
• The Mt. Tabor congregation, 
Mercersburg , Pa., fe l lowshiped 
Director of Assimilation 
and Outreach 
The Grantham church is 
looking for a part-time direc-
tor for the position of Direc-
tor of Assimilation and Out-
reach. This involves working 
with welcome and follow-up 
programs for visitors, adver-
tising, and congregational 
education about assimila-
tion.The program is estab-
lished and there are lay peo-
ple working with it. The cur-
rent role is I 5 hours per 
week. Contact the search 
chairman, Don Shafer, at the 
Grantham Church, Gran-
tham, PA 17027. Or phone 
(717) 766-0531. 
around a campftre following a Sept. 
24 outdoor baptismal service for 12 
peop l e . •:• The New G u i l f o r d 
church, Chambersburg, hosted a 
concert Sept. 5 by The Waiting. The 
youth led the Sept. 14 worship ser-
vice. •:• The South Mountain con-
gregation, Shippensburg, had their 
Fall Rally Day Oct. 12 with the 
Wingert Family Singers. •:• Sam 
Dalton of Colorado led Rally Day 
and revival services Oct. 26-29 for 
the Van Lear c o n g r e g a t i o n , 
Williamsport, Md. 
Atlantic Conference 
Gwen White spoke in the Sept. 7 
se rv ice of the C irc le of Hope 
church, Philadelphia, Pa., on "Danc-
ing with the Devil." The new part-
ner-pastor is Gerry West from New 
Jersey. •> Keith Tyson is now pas-
toring the Conoy church, Elizabeth-
town, Pa. • The first ever Cross 
Roads church, Mount Joy, Pa., golf 
scramble outing was Sept. 13 at 
Sunset Golf Course. The junior 
highs of the Elizabethtown church 
had a mini-retreat Sept. 26-27 on 
"Pushing the Limits" about uncon-
ditional love. • Vocal and instru-
mental artist and cancer survivor 
Judy Cave Whitman was in concert 
Sept. 21 at the Fairland church, 
Cleona, Pa. 
The Free Grace c h u r c h , 
Millersburg, Pa., had renewal meet-
ings Oct. 12-19 with Adrian Despres 
of Kingdom Building Ministries. • 
The Hempfield congregation, Lan-
caster, Pa., had its first women ' s 
meeting of the fall on Sept. 22 with 
speaker Lydia Potts. • Sept. 7 was 
Ministries Day at the Lancaster 
church to recognize workers . •> 
David Carlson spoke Sept. 7 at the 
Manor church, Mountville, Pa., on 
"Breaking Through the Darkness," 
and Bob Hempy shared Sept. 14 on 
"Taking Tomorrow." •> At the Sun-
day school picnic Sept. 7 of the 
Mastersonville congregation, Man-
heim, Pa., those reciting all or the 
greatest number of designated Scrip-
tures received a gift. 
In September the Millersville, 
Pa., church began a Scripture mem-
orization program for camp tuition. 
Warren Hoffman spoke Sept. 28 on 
"Come Home." • Pastor Roy Peter-
man ' s daughter Lois Jean spoke 
Sept. 3 to the Mt. Pleasant congre-
gation, Mount Joy, Pa., about God 
leading her to China. •:• The New 
Hope church had their third anniver-
sary celebration Oct. 19 with Tom 
Bell, Susquehanna Township chief 
of police, and music by Rejoice. •> 
On Oct. 19 the New Joy congrega-
tion, Akron, Pa., joined the Summit 
View church, New Holland, Pa., for 
roller skating at Overlook Roller 
Rink. The New Joy church reports 
average attendance of 231 in the 
first three weeks of their three-ser-
vice format. 
The Palmyra, Pa., church had a 
miniature golf outing Sept. 13 in 
Lebanon. • The women's fellow-
ship of the Pequea church, Lancas-
ter, had craft night recently on "Cre-
ative Memories" with Mim Mylin. 
•:• The m e n ' s f e l l o w s h i p of the 
Refton, Pa., church had a chicken 
barbecue fund raiser on Sept. 13. • 
The Pioneer Clubs kick-off night 
was Sept. 24 at the Silverdale. Pa., 
church. The young adults hosted a 
spaghetti supper Oct. 5. 
On Oct. 26 the Skyline View 
cong rega t i on , H a r r i s b u r g , Pa . , 
planned a morning concert by the 
Christian band, Latter Rain, with a 
" f r iend soup" meal a f te r . Open 
house for the new child care center 
was Sept. 7. •:• Three teens were 
baptized Sept. 28 at the Speedwell 
Heights church, Lititz, Pa. Ninety 
people attended the fourth annual 
pig roast at the Jesse Dourte farm. • 
The Summit View congregation. 
New Holland, Pa., celebrated 15 
years of ministry Sept. 20-21 with 
an auction, pig roast, homecoming, 
and worship with speakers Craig 
Sider and Dale Engle. 
Canadian Conference 
Former missionary to Africa, 
Rosemary Zacharias, spoke in the 
Sept. 7 service of the Boyle church, 
St. Ann's, Ont. •:• The Bridlewood 
congregation, Agincourt, Ont., wel-
comed two new members in August. 
The annual pig and corn roast was 
Sept. 13. •:• Glen and Marilyn Miller 
spoke Sept. 21 to the Heise Hill 
congregation, Gormley, Ont., about 
MCC involvements. The Sept. 7 
Sunday school roundup had a cow-
boy theme. •:• Gerald Wilson led 
renewal services on family issues 
Sep t . 28 -30 fo r the H o u g h t o n 
church, Langton, Ont. • The goal 
of the Kindersley, Sask., congrega-
tion for full enclosure of their new 
building was Sept. 25. Members will 
work on the inside. 
Bishop Darrell Winger spoke in 
renewal services Oct. 26-28 at the 
Oak Ridges. Ont., church. •:• The 
Orchard Creek fe l lowship , St. 
Catharines, Ont., recently held a 
vision banquet to brainstorm ideas 
for marketing their newly-produced 
video of the congregation. • Youth 
of the Port Colborne, Ont., congre-
gation solicited produce donations 
for a farmer's market booth at Her-
itage Day at N.C.C. Oct. 4. The 
Sept. 7 service was a celebration of 
Christian education. • The fi lm 
"Bamboo in Winter" on Sept. 21 
culminated missions weekend activ-
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ities at the Ridgemount church, 
Hamilton, Ont. 
The Rosebank church, Peters-
burg, Ont., was host for the Oct. 5 
farewell reception for Bishop and 
Ann Marie Shaw, culminating their 
du t i e s on Oct . 15. • N ick van 
Heeren spoke at the Sept. 13 men's 
breakfast at the Sherkston, Ont., 
church. • Allan Thompson was 
installed Sept. 14 as one-year inter-
im pastor of the Springvale, Ont., 
church. Members of the Upper 
Oaks. Ont., church attended a Blue 
Jays-Boston baseball game Sept. 26, 
"church day" at the bal lpark. •:• 
Recently at the Wainfleet, Ont., 
congregat ion, VBS donat ions of 
$497 went to support three children 
in India. •> A corn and pig roast fel-
lowship was enjoyed recently by the 
Westheights church. Kitchener, 
Ont., at the Roger Cober farm. 
Central Conference 
Eight men and boys f rom the 
Amherst church, Massillon, Ohio, 
attended the Oct. 4 Stand in the Gap 
in Washington, D.C. The congrega-
tion participated in the Oct. 5 CROP 
Walk. • On Sept. 7 the Ashland. 
Ohio, congregation heard TIMS par-
t ic ipants Dale Keefe r and Marc 
Stanfield tell of their ministry in 
Zimbabwe. Beginning Sept. 7, the 
Sunday morning schedule of the 
Beulah Chapel church, Springfield, 
Ohio, included a half-hour fellow-
ship time between Sunday school 
and worship hour. •:• The Lakeview 
church, Goodrich, Mich., heard a 
guest sermon, "From Mercenary to 
Missionary," Sept. 21 by Jim and 
Karen Avilla of Bible Basics Int'l. 
On Sept. 21 the Morrison, 111., 
church had a farewell for members 
Archie and Naomi Herr, leaving for 
Messiah Village. Sixteen people 
were baptized Aug. 31. • The Nap-
panee, Ind., congregation hosted the 
Oct. 4 Michiana Women's Retreat 
with Laura Fox speaking on divine 
healing. • On Sept. 16 the women's 
fellowship of the Northgate fellow-
ship, Tipp City, Ohio, planned a 
walk at C h a r l e s t o n Fal l s , then 
dessert. •> The Sept. 7 commission-
ing service for Sunday school teach-
ers at the Pleasant Hills, Ohio, 
church included the skit, "Lifeline." 
•:• A Gideon's representative spoke 
Aug. 31 to the Sippo Valley con-
gregation, Massillon, Ohio. •> The 
W o o s t e r , Oh io , c o n g r e g a t i o n 
planned a barn party for Oct. 11, and 
attendance at a Ray Boltz concert 
for Oct. 18. 
Midwest Conference 
On Wednesday evenings the 
Bethany church, Thomas, Okla., 
has a new class open to the commu-
nity on crisis care. After church on 
Sept. 21 the congregation went to 
Red Rock C a n y o n fo r "Fami ly 
Camp in a Day": picnic, games, and 
an evening meditation by Pastor Reg 
Board meetings are held at Grantham, Pa., 
unless otherwise noted. For more information, 
contact the denominational office, P.O. Box 290, 
Grantham, Pa. 17027; phone (717) 697-2634. 
Dec. 5-6 Council of Moderators and 
Secretaries-Chicago 
Dec. 19 Messiah College Fall Semester ends 
Jan. 8-10 Board for World Missions 
Jan. 29-31 Messiah College Board of Trustees 
Feb. 3-5 Leadership Council 
Feb. 5-7 General Conference Board 
Feb. 27-28 Board for Stewardships Services 
Mar. 2-4 National Association of Evangelicals Annual 
Convention 
Mar. 6-7 Pacific Regional Conference 
Mar. 13-14 Central Regional Conference 
Mar. 20-21 Atlantic Regional Conference 
Mar. 20-21 Midwest Regional Conference 
Apr. 4 Allegheny Regional Conference 
Apr. 14-15 Ministers'Conference-Messiah College 
Apr. 17-18 Canadian Regional Conference 
Apr. 17-18 Susquehanna Regional Conference 
Apr. 19-23 Core Course "Theology of the 
Church'-Collingwood, Ont. 
Apr. 24-25 Southeast Regional Conference 
Apr. 29-30 Leadership Council 
E.V. Timelines 
Selected ftom the archives of the EVANGELICAL VISITOR 
1 0 0 Years Ago 
November 1, 1897—Editor H. N. 
Engle: "Men of strong skeptical ten-
dencies take in the scope of profane 
history as an almost unquestionable 
dose. To these same men, however, the Bible must be 
subjected to all the scrutiny that can be heaped upon 
and assailed by all the missiles which can be hurled 
against it. Nevertheless, Sir Isaac Newton, a man of no 
inferior intellectual capacity, said there are more marks 
of authenticity in the Bible than in profane history." 
7 5 Years Ago 
November 13, 1922—In a "Selected" article: "Does 
the replenishing of your fall and winter wardrobe 
include the garment of praise? It is a most becoming 
garment for children of a Royal Household to wear. 
'Praise is comely for the upright.' Nothing glorifies 
God more than a life that is filled with praise." 
50 Years Ago 
November 3, 1947—H. H. Brubaker writes: "It is 
proposed to publish a brochure of about thirty pages, 
giving in picture and word the progress of the foreign 
missionary work of the Brethren in Christ Church in 
Africa during the past fifty years. The brochure will be 
printed in Rhodesia and it is hoped to have it available 
in time for the Jubilee Anniversary Celebrations in 
July 1948." 
25 Years Ago 
November 10, 1972—In an article "Seasonal Sen-
timents," C. W. Boyer asks, "Would you be willing to 
spend at least five minutes in prayerful meditation, as 
you examine your attitude and expressions of grati-
tude, appreciation, and thankfulness in your relations 
with your family, your neighbors, your fellow-workers, 
your friends, your fellow Christians, and most impor-
tant, to God?" 
10 Years Ago 
November 1987—In the "Onesimus" column: " . . .it 
seems the more we hear about the social acceptance of 
drinking, the less we hear about abstaining. Highway 
deaths and broken families seem to be considered cold 
statistics or the price we must pay for the 'good life,' 
rather than a tragedy which could be prevented. . . . If 
the church seems overwhelmed with the problem, per-
haps we should take heart . . . . Responsible people are 
recognizing alcohol as the biggest problem in drug 
abuse—and no one is embarrassed to speak out against 
drug abuse. Well-known athletes boldly encourage 
kids to 'say no to drugs,' including alcohol." 
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Cooperative Ministries 
Receipts, Year to Date January 1-September 30 ,1997 
United States Canada 
1997 1996 1997 1996 
Proportionate 1.572.619 1.406.976 271.189 234.578 
Congregational 1,472,985 1,339,613 269.641 234,578 
Individual 99,634 67,363 1,549 0 
Designated and 
Direct Giving 529.057 424.018 52.617 10.617 
Congregational 212,469 185,762 46,989 8,424 
Individual 316,588 238,256 5,628 2,193 
Total to Date 2.101.676 1.830.994 271.189 234.578 
Total Budget 3.877.632 3.781.056 419.300* 472.000 
Received to Date 54.2% 48.5% 65% 50% 
What stories are you telling with your 
life? The Bible is full of stories about real 
people and real issues in life. Jesus told 
many true-to-life stories. 
In the story of the poor widow and the 
rich people in Mark 12, Jesus commends the 
widow even though she gave a small amount 
in comparison to the large amounts given by 
the rich people. 
Mark recorded that "Jesus went over to 
the collection box in the Temple and sat and 
watched as the crowds dropped in their 
money." Picture the scene: Jesus was close 
enough to the offering box to see what the 
people were giving. Jesus is close enough to 
our lives that he could tell stories about each 
one of us. 
Each of us is continually writing stories 
with our lives. Some of our stories are only 
read by Jesus and ourselves. We write some 
stories that others see, but they are not aware 
ofthe implications of the stories. Then there 
are stories we write which are clearly seen 
by others. 
One of the effects of Desert Storm was 
the escalation of gas prices. During that time 
someone I know became upset with the sig-
nificant increases in the price of gas. He was 
learning something about himself which 
wasn't pleasant. An attitude adjustment 
needed to be made. Increasing gas prices 
were causing him to lose perspective on 
God's promise to supply his needs. His heart 
was focused on economics, not on God. 
Does the Scripture, "Wherever your trea-
sure is, there your heart and thoughts will be 
also" (Luke 12:34), have anything to say 
about this person's story? 
A farmer, who was also a churchman, 
was in the business of selling beef cattle. His 
farm was located in a well-traveled area, and 
his primary means of advertising was a sign 
which was visible 
to people as they 
passed by. People 
often stopped and 
inquired about the 
price of his cattle, 
and some would 
arrange to buy a 
steer. Many times 
the customer let 
the farmer make 
the selection. The 
farmer was some-
what boastful as 
he told me how 
he would give 
them the lesser *Note: Canadian Conference total budget does not include designated or direct giving. 
At the Canadian Conference in April 97, Conference approved a new budget. 
quality steer and think nothing of it. "After 
all," he said, "it's not my fault that they 
don't know any better." 
What kind of story was this man living? 
Would it qualify for Paul's admonition when 
he said, "Whatever you eat or drink or what-
ever you do, you must do all for the glory of 
God" (1 Corinthians 10:31.) 
There's another story about a family who 
shopped for a wood-burning insert for their 
fireplace. They shopped several places 
before deciding where to buy their insert. 
When they picked it up, the salesman asked, 
"What price would you like me to put on the 
invoice?" 
Purchaser: "The price we agreed on. Why 
would we consider any other price?" 
Salesman: "If I put a lower price on the 
invoice, you won't have to pay as much 
tax." 
Purchaser: "No, that wouldn't be right." 
Salesman: "Do you work for the govern-
ment?" 
Purchaser: "No, I work for the Lord." 
Salesman: "Oh. 
I think I can hear Jesus say, "Well done." 
As I was listening to the radio recently, 1 
heard another story. The topic of the morn-
ing was: How much would you pay for med-
ical services for your pet? A man called and 
talked about his golden retriever that ate dish 
clothes, knee high socks, and other similar 
items. When the dog ate his first "foreign 
object" the cost to have it removed was 
$ 1,200. A year or two later it consumed a 
second non-digestible object and that time 
the bill was $1,800. Is this story indicative of 
laying up treasures on earth? 
What kind of stories are you writing with 
your life right now? How do you respond to 
the rising prices for consumer goods? Do 
you take advantage of others for personal 
gain? When a situation arises where you 
could save money at the expense of others, 
even the government, what do you do? Do 
you have areas in your life where you have 
lost perspective for the greater things you 
could do with your resources? 
Isn't it wonderful that we can respond 
differently because of Christ's love. Paul 
says we are ambassadors of Christ. An 
ambassador is a representative of one gov-
ernment to another. Our citizenship is in 
heaven, but our residence is on earth. May 
Christ's life and love impact us in such a 
way that our "other world" responses will 
cause our neighbors and friends to want to 
know him. We are to be counter-culture 
Christians. 
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Martin. • Three persons were bap-
tized Sept. 14 into the fellowship of 
the Zion congregat ion. Abilene, 
Kan., at Red Bud Lake. An African 
meal was served Sept. 28 with the 
offering going to MPF. 
Pacific Conference 
The Chino, Calif., church hosted 
a Creative Memories workshop on 
Sept. 16. On the evening of Sept. 21 
the c h u r c h was i nv i t ed to the 
"Squadron [Youth] Diner" for '50s 
music, and dinner and dessert served 
by "The Soda Jerks." • The Pacific 
Highway church, Salem, Ore., had 
recognit ion of grand- and great-
grandparents during the Sept. 7 ser-
vice. Darla and Jim Kerr provided 
music. •:• The Upland. Calif., church 
now partners with Turning Point 
profess ional ministry to provide 
counseling care for the congregation 
and community. A seniors game 
night was Sept. 26. • For communi-
ty outreach the Walnut, Calif., con-
g rega t ion d i s t r ibu ted ba l l oons , 
Bibles, and "Jesus" videos at the 
Walnut Family Festival on Oct. 18. 
The commi t t ee p lann ing the 
Southern California Festival and 
Sale for World Hunger and Relief 
hosted a Sept. 19 dinner at the Pacif-
ic Christian Center to raise funds 
and enlist volunteers for the first-
ever Southern California MCC quilt 
auct ion, to be held May 29-30, 
1998. Over 150 attended from a 
number of churches and denomina-
tions, and over $5,500 was raised, 
including $ 161 paid for one of Anna 
Myrl L o n g ' s homemade apricot 
pies. 
Southeast Conference 
A Tuesday morning Bible study 
on James began Sept. 9 at the High-
land Park church, Dublin, Va. •:• 
William Albert was guest speaker 
Sept. 7 and 14 at the Holden Park 
church, Orlando, Fla. The Friends 
Day service Aug. 31 at the Miller-
field church, Columbia, Ky., drew 
145 people. Eugene Heidler, Atlee 
Hershberger , Glenn Hensel, and 
Avery Sollenberger were speakers 
for the Oct. 15-22 50th anniversary 
celebration. 
Susquehanna Conference 
The Cedar Grove church, Mif-
flintown, Pa., has been stocking its 
library with Christian artist CDs. • 
The w o m e n ' s fe l lowship of the 
Cedar Heights church, Mill Hall, 
Pa., enjoyed a scavenger hunt Sept. 
2. Friend Day at the church Sept. 7 
was attended by 160 worshipers. •:• 
Four persons were baptized Sept. 14 
into the fellowship of the Dillsburg. 
Pa., church. Terry Brensinger led 
renewal services Sept. 21-23. •:• 
Associate Pastor Jared Keefer of the 
Fairview church. New Cumberland, 
Pa., spoke in the Sept. 28 service 
and also led an Oct. 1 small groups 
e m p h a s i s . •:• G e n e and Ruth 
Madeira were guests in the Sept. 7 
service of the Locust Grove con-
gregation, York, Pa. 
Attenders of Stand in the Gap 
f rom the Mechan ic sburg , Pa., 
church gave testimonies in the Oct. 
5 evening service. •> Olivia and 
Decio deCarvalho were in concert 
Sept. 10 at the Messiah Village 
church, Mechan icsburg . • The 
you th of the R e d l a n d Val l ey 
church, York Haven, Pa., planned a 
"mud bowl" for Sept. 9. The church 
hosted the Susquehanna Conference 
church growth dinner on Oct. 9. •» 
Jeremy Tyrell has joined the staff 
of the West Shore church, Mechan-





Barger: Shyanne Alexis, Aug. 
17; Jody Barger, New Guilford con-
gregation, Pa. 
Black: Danielle Rose, Sept. 7; 
Chad and Ellen Black, Five Forks 
congregation, Pa. 
Coldsmith: Rachel Sarah, Sept. 
11; Arthur and Kathy Coldsmith, 
Air Hill congregation, Pa. 
Cummings : Aaron Michael , 
Sept. 20; Gregory and Lori Cum-
mings, Manor congregation. Pa. 
Denlinger: Dylan Ray, Aug. 16; 
Dana and Michelle (Myers) Den-
linger, Air Hill/Mt. Rock congrega-
tions, Pa. 
Everett: Cody Wyatt, July 26; 
Brad and Rhonda Everett, Mt. Rock 
congregation, Pa. 
Fokkens: Noah Mark William, 
Aug. 7; Matt and Heleen Fokkens, 
Port Colborne congregation, Ont. 
Grossnickle: Jonathan Wesley, 
Sept. 10; John and Sandra (Baer) 
Grossnickle, Hollowell congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Hall: Bethany Rose, July 27; 
chosen daughter of Kenneth and 
Lisa (Gsell) Hall, Mt. Rock congre-
gation, Pa. 
Hartman-Noel: Michaela, July 
16; Teri Hartman-Noel , Orchard 
Creek Fellowship, Ont. 
Herr: Cassandra Lynn, Sept. 9; 
Sco t t and S tacy ( S h a u b ) Her r , 
Pequea congregation, Pa. 
Kline: Kurds Ray, Sept. 12; 
Meet a lifeguard ... 
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Larry and Lisa (Shatzer) Kline, 
Hollowell congregation, Pa. 
Louderback: Katherine Naomi, 
July 25; Steven and Cecilia (Goins) 
Louderback, Upland congregation, 
Calif. 
McCrea: Erin Elizabeth, Aug. 
30; Jeff and El izabeth McCrea , 
Westheights congregation, Ont. 
Olesiuk: Christina Louise, Sept. 
16; John and Fay Olesiuk, Boyle 
congregation, Ont. 
Robertson: Amy Jean, Sept. 2; 
Randy and Lori (Gouldy) Robert-
son, West Shore congregation, Pa. 
Sauder: Abigail Marie, July 30; 
Barry and Juanita (Martin) Sauder, 
Conoy congregation, Pa. 
Schertzer: Derr ick Richard, 
Sep t . 17; R ick and D e b b i e 
Schertzer, Rosebank congregation, 
Ont. 
Sechr i s t : M a t t h e w E u g e n e , 
Sept. 3; Kenneth and Lisa (Schrag) 
Sechrist, Grantham congregation. 
Pa. 
Shaver: Cameron James, Aug. 
28; James and Thesese (Magdich) 
Shaver, Manor congregation. Pa. 
Shertzer: Hannah Marie, Sept. 
16; Mike and Amy ( G r a h a m ) 
Shertzer, Cedar Grove congregation. 
Pa. 
Stiffler: Michael James, Sept. 
22; Ken and Stephanie St i f f ler , 
Wooster congregation, Ohio. 
Sweigart: Dakota James, Aug. 
28; Ken and C h e r i e S w e i g a r t , 
Speedwell Heights congregation. Pa. 
Vanella: Michael Anthony, June 
30; Dary l and Lynn (Leona rd ) 
Vanella, Mooretown congregation, 
Mich. 
Williams: Austin John, Sept. 9; 
Dean and Michelle Williams, Five 
Forks congregation. Pa. 
Wright: Matthew Jack, Aug. 2; 
Michae l and Melr i (Ot t e rbe in ) 
Wright, Wainfleet congregation, 
Ont. 
Weddings 
Carmack - Noyes: Sheralynn, 
daughter of Mary Noyes, Fayet-
teville, Pa., and Garry, son of John 
and Jessie Carmack, Mercersburg, 
Pa., May 10, at New Guilford Breth-
ren in Chris t Church with Rev. 
Robert D. Verno officiating. 
Cornell - Snyder: Michele Sny-
der and Garry Cornell, Silverdale, 
Pa., Sept. 27, at Silverdale Brethren 
in Christ Church with Rev. Freder-
ick L. Geib officiating. 
Dale - Stoltzfus: Anita, daughter 
of Melvin and Donna Stoltzfus, Sil-
versprings, Pa., and Jon, son of 
Robert and Joyce Dale, Lancaster, 
Pa., Sept. 21, at Millersville Univer-
sity with Rev. Eugene Heidler offi-
ciating. 
Ebersole - Stubblebine: Beth 
A., daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Russell 
S tubblebine , Lebanon , Pa., and 
Chad S., son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
Ebersole, Annville, Pa., Sept. 6, at 
Fairland Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. Ronald Slabaugh officiat-
ing. 
Gooderham - McCombs: Amy 
Jean, daughter of John and Louise 
McCombs, Wellandport, Ont., and 
Benjamin Stewart Bruce, son of 
Gordon and Joan Gooderham, Fort 
Erie, Ont., July 26, at Wainfleet 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Gordon Gooderham officiating. 
Heisey - Tober: Deborah J., 
daughter of Robert and Elizabeth 
T o b e r , For t W a y n e , Ind . , and 
Andrew N., son of Nelson and Joyce 
Heisey, Manheim, Pa., Sept. 6, at 
Mount Pleasant Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Jerel Book offici-
ating. 
Hoke - Miller: Sheri J., daugh-
ter of Kenneth and Nancy Miller, 
Palmyra, Pa., and Stephen L., son 
of Terry and Linda Hoke, Cham-
bersburg, Pa., July 19, at Hershey 
Evangelical Free Church with Rev. 
Walter Hoops officiating. 
Lawyer - Howell: Barbara M. 
Howell, daughter of Larry E. and 
Barbara E. Lininger, Orrstown, Pa., 
and Charles W., son of Edward G. 
and Jeanette E. Lawyer, Chambers-
burg, Pa., Oct. 10, in Chambersburg 
with Rev. John L. Bundy officiat-
ing. 
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The vision of Evangel 
is to ignite among y o u n g adu l t s the same 
passion which compe l l ed the first century church 
and early Anabaptists to radica l w i t ness for 
Christ and the Kingdom of God! 
For more information see our website-www.GlobalD.org-or contact Jeremy Leaman or Karen Groff at Global Disciples: 
Phone: (717) 872-7404, Fax: (717) 872-6064, E-mail: GlobalD@compuserve.com 
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Lee - Hengen: Mary Jane Hen-
gen and Robert E. Lee, Perkasie, 
Pa., Sept. 13, at Silverdale Brethren 
in Christ Church with Rev. Freder-
ick L. Geib officiating. 
Penner - Shively: Sara Lynn 
Shively and Bruce Penner, July 26, 
at Upland Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. William Maher officiat-
ing. 
Pratt - Brechbill: Sherri Lynn, 
daughter of Edwin and Shir ley 
Brechbill, Chambersburg, Pa., and 
Jason, son of Sheila Pratt, Media, 
Pa., and Wes Pratt, Philadelphia, 
Pa., June 22, at Antrim Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Robert C. 
Verno officiating. 
Robertson - Wideman: Heather 
Honey, daughter of Glen and Jean 
Wideman, Gormley, Ont., and Paul 
Elgin, son of Neil and Margaret 
Robertson, Wainfleet, Ont., July 5, 
at Heise Hill Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Brian Lofthouse 
and Rev. Isaac Flagg officiating. 
Rohrer - Douts: Peggy Lynne, 
daughter of Lester and Linda jo 
Douts, Washington Boro, Pa., and 
Michael Dean, son of Kermit and 
Elaine Rohrer , Mountvi l le , Pa., 
Sept. 13, at Manor Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. P. Daniel 
Cloyd and Rev. Brian L. Funk offi-
ciating. 
Rohrer - Meuli: Jennifer Marie, 
daughter of Steve and Jackie Meuli, 
Hope, Kan., and Todd Kenneth, son 
of Kenneth and Marlys Rohrer, 
Wakefield, Kan., Sept. 20, at Zion 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Ron Bowell officiating. 
Sauder - He i sey: Vi rg in ia 
Lynne, daughter of J. Ray and Mim 
Heisey, Orrstown, Pa., and Garrick 
Bryce, son of Gerald and Lucille 
Sauder, Lititz, Pa., July 26, at Mt. 
Rock Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. Ronald Gibson and Rev. 
Lloyd Zimmerman officiating. 
Shank - Brubaker: Debra J., 
daugh te r of Levi and Sandra 
Brubaker, Lancaster, Pa., and Phillip 
E., son of Larry and Barbara Shank, 
Co lumbia , Pa. , Aug. 16, at 
Mil lersvi l le Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. M. Eugene Hei-
dler officiating. 
Spohn - Richey: Loretta Richey 
and Steven Spohn, Aug. 16, at 
Upland Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. Michael Luchtenburg 
officiating. 
Turner - Wei land: Amy, 
daugh te r of Bern ice Wei land , 
Upland, Calif., and Scott, son of Jeff 
and Loine Turner, Glendora, Calif., 
Aug. 1, at Upland Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Michael Luchten-
burg officiating. 
Obituaries 
Asper: Emma Asper, born Feb. 
3, 1914, daughter of George and 
Edna Leer Chronister, died June 17. 
Preceding her in death were her hus-
band, Ellis S. Asper; and a son, 
William. Surviving are three daugh-
ters, Ella Mae Rothenberger, Cora 
Dum, and Shirley Morales; and two 
sons, Irvin and Clayton. For over 
twenty years Emma taught the 
kindergarten Sunday school class of 
the Harrisburg, Pa., church where 
she was a member. The funeral was 
at Myers Funeral Home with Rev. 
Woody Dalton and Rev. George 
Payne officiating. Interment was in 
the Air Hill cemetery. 
Crider: Alfred E. Crider, born 
June 6, 1908, in Dickinson Co., 
Kan., son of Harry S. and Anna Bert 
Crider, died Sept. 19. Surviving are 
his wife, Martha (Wengert); a son, 
Larry; three daughters , E la ine 
Wengert, Janet Abreu, and Gail 
Crider; seven grandchildren; two 
great-grandchildren; and a brother, 
Charles. Alfred had resided at Mes-
siah Village since 1985. He was a 
retired radio engineer, former owner 
and operator of Annville Frozen 
Food Service, and employee of 
David Martin Clothing Store. He 
was a graduate of Messiah Acade-
my, served on the board of his 
church, was founder and board 
member of Kenbrook Bible Camp, 
and a volunteer at Messiah Village. 
He was a member of the Elizabeth-
town, Pa., congregation and attend-
ed the Grantham, Pa., church. The 
funeral was held at Grantham with 
Rev. Rober t B. Ives and Rev. 
Eugene Wingert officiating. Inter-
ment was in Grantham Memorial 
Park. 
Fretz: Elva Margaret Fretz, born 
Oct. 11, 1904, daughter of Bishop 
Bert and Catherine Winger Sherk, 
died Aug. 5. Her husband, Howard 
Fretz, preceded her in death. Sur-
viving are her 8 children, Miriam 
Climenhage, Kathryn Steckley, 
Howard, Lester, Lamar, Hubert, 
Leroy, and Kenneth; 20 grandchil-
dren; and 31 great-grandchildren. 
She was a member of the Falls View 
congregation, Ont., and an active 
supporter of MCC. The funeral was 
conducted at the Bertie church with 
Rev. Ross Nigh and Rev. Pat Han-
nigan officiating. Interment was in 
the church cemetery. 
Hill: Evelyn Hill, born April 11, 
1919, in Clayton, Ohio, daughter of 
Samuel and Edith Wenger, died 
Aug. 13. Surviving are her husband, 
Paul; two daughters, Gloria Zook 
and Cheryl Riggs; three grandchil-
dren; two great-grandchildren; and a 
Hilda Duarte was at a Guatemala City 
market when she saw a group start to beat 
a 17-year-old caught stealing. She threw 
herself on his bleeding body, even as she 
saw people bringing gasoline to burn him. 
"If you throw gas on him, you'll have to 
throw it on me, too," she said. One of the 
men yelling to kill them both attended her 
church. "How can we preach the gospel if 
we don't know how to love and forgive?" 
she asked him. 
Hilda's courageous faith saved the teenager. 
Her decision to guard his life grew out of 
her studies at SEMILLA, a Latin American 
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brother, Byron. She and her husband 
were licensed home missionaries 
with the Brethren in Christ Church, 
serving for 26 years in Detroit, New 
York City, and San Francisco. Prior 
to that, they had served two pas-
torates. Following their home mis-
sions service, they had served as 
administrators of Upland Manor for 
f ive years. A funeral service was 
held at the Stone Funeral Home in 
Upland, Calif., with Rev. Robert 
Hempy and Rev. Mike Luchtenberg 
officiating. Services were also held 
at the Fairview Brethren in Christ 
Church , Eng lewood , Ohio, with 
Rev. Sam Hollingsworth officiating. 
Interment was in the Fairview Cem-
etery. 
Kline: L. Ray Kline, born Sept. 
16, 1931, son of Wilbur and Ethel 
Nichols Kline, died Aug. 30. Sur-
v iv ing are his w i f e , Mary Lou 
(Sostar); four sons, Garry R., Barry 
L. , Larry J. , and Terry L.; f ive 
grandchildren; two sisters, and two 
brothers. He owned and operated 
K l i n e ' s Genera l Store in Shady 
Grove, Pa., for 38 years. Earlier he 
was a farmer and drove a school bus 





Picking up themes of "Promise 
Keepers," Don Joy (author of 
Bonding and Rebonding) 
speaks to men's true needs and 
concerns, including tips at the 
end of each chapter on "doing 
what you read" as well as sug-




(with free study guide 
if requested) 
As we near the millenium, 
speculation abounds about the 
Second Coming of Christ. This 
book emphasizes our need to 
focus on the charge Jesus gave 
to the church to be "faithful in 
the meantime." 
School District. He was a charter 
member of the Shady Grove Ruritan 
Club., and a member of the Hollo-
well congregation, Pa., for over 40 
years. The funeral was held at the 
church with Rev. James Sollenberg-
er and Rev. Nelson Witmer officiat-
ing. Interment was in Price's Church 
Cemetery. 
Main: Donald Evan Main, born 
Feb. 13, 1913, in Wainfleet, Ont., 
son of Norman and Margaret Main, 
died Sept. 5. Surviving are his wife, 
Mary; a son, Evan; a daughter, Judy 
Woodland; five grandchildren; two 
brothers; and three sisters. Donald 
f a i t h fu l ly served the Wa in f l ee t 
church where he was a member in 
many capacities, including on the 
trustee board and the memorial fund 
committee. The funeral was held at 
the church with Rev. Charles Mash-
inter and Rev. Michael Anderson 
officiating. Interment was in Maple 
Lawn Cemetery. 
M c G a l l i c h e r : A m e l i a Ge ib 
McGallicher, born Aug. 14, 1914, 
in Rapho Township, Pa., died Aug. 
24. Surviving are her husband of 
over 60 years, Raymond McGal-
licher; a daughter, Ethel Gochnauer; 
3 sons, Marvin S., Merle J., and 
Dale; 13 grandchildren; 6 great-
grandchildren; and a sister, Florence 
Nauman. Amelia was influential in 
starting a continuing women's home 
Bible study and prayer group. The 
funeral was held at the Masterson-
ville church, Pa., where she was a 
member with Rev. Harold E. Bow-
ers officiating. Interment was in the 
church cemetery. 
Shapiro: Mary E. Shapiro, born 
Mar. 16, 1922, daughter of Ralph L. 
and Anna Stever Earley, died Sept. 
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15. Her spouse, Jack C. Shapiro, 
preceded her in death. Surviving are 
a son, Ralph E.; a daughter, Carol E. 
Shrum; four grandchildren; and a 
sister, Pauline L. Burrell. Mary had 
resided at Messiah Village since 
1984. The memorial service was 
held at the Messiah Village church 
where she was a member with Rev. 
Marion J. Heisey, Rev. C. Ronald 
Burgard, and Rev. Janet M. Peifer 
officiating. 
Sider: Ida Grace Sider, born 
Sept. 13, 1913, daughter of Jacob 
and Sarah Cline, died Sept. 6. Sur-
viving are her husband, James Sider; 
3 daughters, Muriel Albrect, Miriam 
Cober, and Lucille Sider; 2 sons, 
Ronald and Tennyson; 14 grand-
children; 9 great-grandchildren; and 
a sister, Ethel Sider. Ida served with 
her husband as pastoral couple at 
the Bertie, Niagara Falls, Rosebank, 
Crossroads, and Oak Ridges church-
es in Ontario. She was a member of 
the Rosebank church where the 
funeral and interment were held 
with Rev. Darrell Winger officiat-
ing. 
Sparks: Purington Sparks, born 
Aug. 23, 1935, in Pottstown, Pa., 
died Sept. 9. Surviving is his wife, 
Cheryl. He had attended the Sil-
verdale congregation. Pa., where the 
funeral was held with Rev. Freder-
ick L. Geib officiating. 
Stern: Jacob K. Stern, born Oct. 
27, 1904, son of Aaron and Cather-
ine Kensinger Stern, died Sept. 2. 
His spouse, Rhoda M. (Mellinger) 
preceded him in death. Surviving 
are a son, Jacob K. Jr.; a stepson, E. 
Martin Mellinger; a stepdaughter, 
Anna Ruth Knepper; a grandson; 2 
great-grandchildren; 6 stepgrand-
children; and 14 stepgreat-grand-
children. He was dairy farmer most 
of his life, then a maintenance work-
er and groundskeeper at Wilson 
College for 10 years. He had resided 
at Mess iah Vi l l age s ince 1989. 
Jacob was a member of the Air Hill 
congregation, Pa., where the funeral 
was held with Rev. John Bundy offi-
ciating. Interment was in the church 
cemetery. 
Wengert : Paul A. Wenge r t , 
born May 31, 1909, son of John and 
Sarah Sollenberger Wengert, died 
Aug. 26. Surviving are his wife, 
Rhoda (Musser); 2 daughters, Mary 
Alleman and Helen Glick; 2 sons, 
Paul A. Jr. and J. Nelson; 6 grand-
children; and 11 great-grandchil-
dren. After retiring, Paul was a vol-
unteer at Camp Joy-El near Green-
castle. He was a member of the Air 
Hill congregation, Pa., where the 
funeral and interment were held 
with Rev. Roger Witter and Rev. 
John Bundy officiating. • 
WMBIMI jiwatif 
Available from your local Christian Light Bookstore, 
or order from 
Evangel Publishing House 
P.O. Box 189 
Nappanee, IN 46550 
(800)253-9315 
<S Evangelical Visitor November 1997 
Opening the 
Word of Life 
Looking at "Honor" 
"Give preference to one another in 
love" Romans 12:10. 
Maybe i t 's because I 've always 
s ec r e t l y w i s h e d to be one , but I 
admire talented musicians. Instru-
mentalists are especially high on my 
list because they help other people 
look and sound good. I have had the 
privilege of pastoring churches with 
gifted pianists and organists who had 
the ability to enhance a vocalist's pre-
sentation rather than detract from it. 
(Adjusting the volume, covering up 
mistakes, accentuating when neces-
sary to assist the singer in hitting dif-
ferent notes). 
When the Apostle Paul says, "Honor 
o n e a n o t h e r a b o v e y o u r s e l v e s " 
Romans 12:10, (NIV), these musi-
cians come to mind. Every Christian 
should strive to make other believers 
look and sound good and should 
rejoice when others are honored. 
Paul's main theme in this section of 
Romans (12:9-21) is agape (love); 
how love works itself out in the Chris-
tian community. Paul encourages us 
in Rom. 12:10 to "be devoted to one 
another in brotherly love; give prefer-
ence to one another in honor." This is 
a tender verse in which Paul urges us 
to show the same love to other Chris-
tians as we do to our own family. 
The word translated "honor" in 
verse 10 is the Greek word time (from 
tio) which means a value (money 
pa id) , va luab le , honor , p rec ious , 
esteem, dignity. Time (pronounced 
tee-may) is part of a group of related 
Greek words which mean to prize, to 
revere, to honor, to value, to hold dear, 
to regard as most precious. Paul him-
self best interprets the verse when he 
says in Phil. 2:3, "Do nothing from 
selfishness or empty conceit, but with 
humil i ty of mind let each of you 
regard one another as more important 
than himself." Certainly our Lord set 
the supreme example in honoring oth-
ers above Himself when He washed 
His disciples' feet (John 13:1-15). 
There is an old story which speaks 
of the idea and the power of this lov-
ing honor Paul encourages. This story 
is a myth and so has many versions. I 
first came across "The Rabbi's Gift" 
in Scott Peck's book. The Different 
Drum. 
A certain monastery had fallen 
upon hard times. Once a great order, it 
had declined to such an extent that at 
the turn of the century there were only 
five monks left. The abbot and the 
four others were all over seventy years 
in age. Clearly, the order was dying. 
In the deep woods surrounding the 
monastery there was a little hut that a 
rabbi from a nearby town occasional-
ly used for a hermitage. Somehow the 
old monks could always sense when 
the rabbi was in his hermitage. "The 
rabbi is in the woods, the rabbi is in 
the woods again," they would whisper 
to each other. As he agonized over the 
i m m i n e n t dea th of his o rde r , it 
occurred to the abbot at one such time 
to visit the hermitage and ask the 
rabbi if by some possible chance he 
could offer any advice that might save 
the monastery. 
The rabbi welcomed the abbot at 
his hut. But when the abbot explained 
the purpose of his visit, the rabbi 
could only commiserate with him. "I 
know how it is," he exclaimed. "The 
spirit has gone out of the people. It is 
the same in my town. Almost no one 
comes to the synagogue anymore." So 
the old abbot and the old rabbi wept 
together. Then they read parts of the 
Torah and quie t ly spoke of deep 
things. The time came when the abbot 
had to leave. They embraced each 
other. "It has been a wonderful thing 
that we should meet after all these 
years," the abbot said, "but I have still 
failed in my purpose for coming here. 
Is there nothing you can tell me, no 
piece of advice you can give me that 
would help me save my dying order?" 
"No, I am sorry," the rabbi re-
sponded. "I have no advice to give. 
The only thing I can tell you is that 
the Messiah is one of you." 
When the abbot returned to the 
monastery his fellow monks gathered 
around him to ask, "Well, what did 
the rabbi say?" 
"He c o u l d n ' t he lp , " the abbo t 
answered. "We just wept and read the 
Torah together. The only thing he did 
say, just as I was leaving—it was 
something cryptic—was that the Mes-
siah is one of us. I don't know what he 
meant." 
In the days and weeks and months 
that followed, the old monks pon-
dered this and wondered whether 
there was any possible significance to 
the rabbi's words. The Messiah is one 
of us? Could he possibly have meant 
one of us monks here at the mon-
astery? If that's the case, which one? 
Do you suppose he meant the abbot? 
Yes, if he meant anyone, he probably 
meant Father Abbot. He has been our 
leader for more than a generation. On 
the other hand, he might have meant 
Brother Thomas. Certainly Brother 
Thomas is a holy man. Everyone 
knows that Thomas is a man of light. 
Certainly he could not have meant 
Brother Elred! Elred gets crotchety at 
times. But come to think of it, even 
though he is a thorn in people's sides, 
when you look back on it, Elred is 
virtually always right. Of ten very 
r ight . M a y b e the rabbi did mean 
Brother Elred. But surely not Brother 
Phillip. Phillip is so passive. But then, 
almost mysteriously, he has a gift for 
somehow always being there when 
you need him. He jus t magica l ly 
appears by your side. Maybe Phillip is 
the Mess iah . Of course the rabbi 
didn't mean me. He couldn't possi-
bly have meant me. I 'm just an ordi-
nary person. Yet supposing he did? 
Suppose I am the Messiah? O, not me. 
I couldn't be that much for You, Lord, 
could I? 
As they contemplated in this man-
ner, the old monks began to treat each 
other with extraordinary respect on 
the off chance that one among them 
might be the Messiah. And on the off, 
off chance that each monk himself 
might be the Messiah, they began to 
continued on page 27 
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MESSIAH 
COLLEGE NEWS 
Messiah College breaks ground for 
new $10-million science center in 
honor of Richard E. Jordan, Sr. 
I 
Kicking off the public phase of its 
$ lO-mil l ion Campaign for the Sci-
ences, Messiah College broke ground 
Oct. 17 at its Grantham campus for 
the J o r d a n Sc i ence Center , a new 
60,000-square-foot educational facil-
ity named for local business and civic 
leader—and former Messiah College 
trustee—Richard (Dick) E. Jordan, Sr. 
For nearly 25 years, f rom 1968-1992, 
Jordan served as president, chairman 
of the board, and chief executive offi-
cer of L.B. Smith, Inc., based in Camp 
Hill, Pa. 
More than 500 Mess iah College 
students, faculty, employees, staff, and 
trustees gathered at the future site of 
the new facility, adjacent to the Col-
lege's existing Kline Hall of Science, 
to celebrate with a brief ground break-
ing ceremony honoring Dick Jordan. 
"Dick Jordan was pivotal to the 
increasing strength and rapid growth 
of Messiah College over the last sev-
eral decades , " said Dr. R o d n e y J. 
Sawatsky, president of Messiah Col-
lege. 
"During his 30 years of service as a 
M e s s i a h C o l l e g e 
t r u s t e e a n d as a 
l e a d e r of v a r i o u s 
educational founda-
tions, Dick Jordan's 
financial and strate-
gic vision have con-
tributed significantly to enhancing the 
educational experience of generations 
of Messiah College students," said 
Sawatsky. "We are pleased and hon-
ored to recognize Mr. Jordan's dedi-
cation to Messiah College by naming 
our new state-of-the-art science build-
ing the Jordan Science Center. With 
this new facility, Messiah College will 
be in a position to equip students with 
an even better education in the health 
and natural sciences in the years to 
come." 
Announcing the Oakes Museum 
of Natural History 
President Sawatsky also announced 
that one of the Jordan Science Cen-
ter's key features—a museum of nat-
ural history—will be named for Mr. 
and Mrs. Galen Oakes, Sr., of Massil-
lon, Ohio. Mr. Oakes, a 1948 Messiah 
graduate, is a long-time member of 
M e s s i a h ' s B o a r d of T r u s t e e s and 
served as chair from 1987-1996. Mrs. 
Beulah ( "Boots" ) Oakes is a 1949 
Messiah graduate. 
"The Oakes Museum of Natural 
History expresses our deep gratitude 
for the leadership Galen and Boots 
Oakes have given to Mess iah over 
many years," said President Sawatsky. 
"Because of their service and com-
mitment to their alma mater and to 
fu ture generat ions of Mess iah stu-
dents, I am especially pleased to have 
the opportunity to work so closely 
with them on this very important proj-
ect." 
The Oakes M u s e u m of Na tu ra l 
History will be located on 10,000 
square feet of the first two floors of 
the science center. The museum will 
showcase Messiah's valuable collec-
tions of African and North American 
m a m m a l s , insects , s eashe l l s , bird 
e g g s , p l a n t s , a n d m i n e r a l s f r o m 
around the g lobe—including many 
internationally recognized specimens. 
"Messiah College is privileged to 
have one of the mos t ou t s t and ing 
large mammal collections in the state 
of Pennsylvania," said Dr. Noel Falk, 
chair of Messiah College 's Depart-
ment of Natural Sciences, and co-
chair of the Campaign for the Sci-
ences. "We are also acquiring a bird 
egg collection which is the largest in 
the state and the 25th largest in the 
country," Falk said. 
Messiah College plans to use these 
specimens, along with its many other 
exhibits and collections, as integral 
teaching tools for courses in mam-
malogy and ornithology. The Oakes 
Museum will also p romote science 
education in the region by offer ing 
Exterior view of the 
planned science cen-
ter, attached to the 
existing Kline Hall 
(just right of center). 
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tours and environmenta l educat ion 
p r o g r a m s to s c h o o l c h i l d r e n and 
adults alike. Messiah plans to open 
the museum by the fall of 1999. 
About the Jordan Science Center 
In add i t ion to the m u s e u m , the 
four-level Jordan Science Center will 
also house the College's Department 
of Natural Sciences. Connected to the 
adjacent Kline Hall, the science center 
will f e a t u r e t e chn i ca l l y advanced 
research laboratories, state-of-the-art 
equipment, classrooms, and computer 
workstations, in addition to student 
lounges and faculty offices. Messiah 
plans to begin construction in early 
1998, with occupancy scheduled for 
the spring of 1999. 
Renovations to Kline Hall 
Besides the Jordan Science Center 
and the Oakes M u s e u m of Natural 
History, the Campaign for the Sci-
ences also provides for the full reno-
vation of the current Kline Hall facil-
ity, home to the Col lege ' s Nurs ing 
Department. The renovations will fea-
ture specially-designed nursing labs, 
as well as increased classroom, facul-
ty office, and student lounge space. 
Renovations to Kline Hall will take 
place in three phases. Phase I began in 
May of this year. Nursing labs were 
completely revamped and equipped 
with audiovisual teaching facilities, a 
number of laboratories, including a 
s imula ted heal th care set t ing with 
technologically advanced equipment 
found in sophisticated hospital envi-
ronments . Phase II is scheduled to 
begin in May of 1998; Phase III will 
start in May of 1999. The vast major-
ity of renovations to Kline will occur 
during the summer months to assure 
smooth continuation of classes dur-
ing the academic year. 
The need for a new science center 
During the past decade at Messiah 
C o l l e g e , t he n u m b e r of s t u d e n t s 
majoring in the natural sciences and 
nursing has doubled. Currently, one 
out of every five Messiah students is 
enrolled in one of these two depart-
ments, both now housed in Kline Hall. 
This growth, coupled with rapid tech-
November 1997 
nological advancements in all fields 
of s c i e n c e a n d h e a l t h c a r e h a s 
demanded the addition of these new 
and renovated facilities. 
"Nothing is more certain than the 
fact that we cannot grow as we wish— 
in q u a l i t y a n d i m p a c t — w i t h o u t 
upgrading our science facilities. The 
Campaign for the Sciences is the key 
to the future of this college and its 
mission," says President Sawatsky. 
Campaign update— 
The Kresge Challenge 
Currently, Mess iah Col lege has 
raised nearly $8 million of its $10 
million goal. In June, the Trustees of 
The Kresge Founda t ion—an inde-
pendent private foundation based in 
Troy, Mich., that was created by the 
personal gifts of Sebastian S. Kres-
ge—not i f i ed the col lege that they 
approved a grant of $850,000 toward 
the Campaign for the Sciences. The 
Kresge Foundation awarded the grant 
to M e s s i a h on a c h a l l e n g e bas i s , 
requiring the college to raise the bal-
Opening the 
Word of Life 
continued from page 25 
treat themselves with extraordinary 
respect. 
Because the forest in which it was 
situated was beautiful, it so happened 
that people still occasionally came to 
visit the monastery to picnic on its 
tiny lawn, to wander along some of its 
paths, even now and then to go into 
the dilapidated chapel to meditate. As 
they did so, without even being con-
scious of it, they sensed this air of 
extraordinary respect that now began 
to surround the five old monks and 
seemed to radiate out f rom them and 
permeate the atmosphere of the place. 
There was something strangely attrac-
tive, even compelling, about it. Hard-
ly knowing why, they began to come 
back to the monastery more frequent-
ly to picnic, to play, to pray. They 
began to bring their friends to show 
ance of approximately $2 million in 
new gifts and grants by June 1, 1998. 
Richard E. Jordan II, the current 
chair of the board and CEO of L.B. 
Smith, Inc., is co-chairing the Cam-
paign for the Sciences, along with 
Messiah's Dr. Falk. 
About Messiah College 
Messiah College, a selective Chris-
tian college of the liberal and applied 
arts and sciences, enrolls more than 
2,400 undergraduate students in 50 
m a j o r s and p r e - p r o f e s s i o n a l pro-
grams. Establ ished in 1909 by the 
Brethren in Christ Church, the pri-
mary campus is located in Grantham, 
Pa., near the state capital of Harris-
burg. A satelli te campus aff i l iated 
with Temple University is located in 
Philadelphia. 
them this special place. And their 
friends brought their friends. 
Then it happened that some of the 
younger men who came to visit the 
monastery started to talk more and 
more with the old monks . Af t e r a 
while one asked if he could join them. 
Then another. And another. So within 
a few years the monastery had once 
again become a thriving order and, 
thanks to the rabbi 's gift , a vibrant 
center of light and spirituality in the 
land (Different Drum, p. 13-15). 
"Honor one another above your-
selves ." True spi r i tual i ty is by its 
nature courteous and inspires hope. 
The Prayer of St. Francis of Assisi is 
fitting to end with: 
O Divine Master, grant that I may 
not so much seek 
To be consoled, as to console 
To be understood, as to understand 
To be loved, as to love. 
Rick Mailloux lives near Goshen, Ind. 
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Discipleship for the j E Century 
The paradox of 
discipleship 
by Samuel M. Brubaker 
Many prospective followers of Jesus 
count the cost and turn back before they 
realize the benefits of Christian disciple-
ship. It was true in Jesus' time, and is 
true today. 
One way in which we turn back is by 
f o l l o w i n g par t ly , and dec l a r ing the 
unpalatable to be irrelevant to our times. 
Reading the article, "The New, Im-
proved, Brethren in Christ" (Sept. 1997) 
raises a thought-provoking quest ion? 
What is the standard of measure? What is 
the point of reference being used from 
which this j u d g e m e n t "new and im-
proved" is made? Is it personal? Is it soci-
etal? Is it political correctness? Is it God's 
Word? 
Are we "new and improved" Brethren 
in Christ hungering more and thirsting 
more after God? 
Are we increasingly sensitive to the 
Holy Spirit? 
Do we love each other more? 
Is there greater unity within the body? 
Are we growing in our obedience to 
God's Word? 
And the question remains, what is the 
standard of measure? 
Marilyn L. Smith 
Souderton, Pa. 
My grandparents, Adam Frey and his 
wife Mary Ann, settled on a farm north of 
Abilene in 1877. In 1879 there was a 
migration of Brethren in Christ from the 
East to Kansas. One of the early congre-
gations established was Zion. The farm 
It is certainly important to express our 
commitment to Jesus in ways relevant to 
our social context, but this concern must 
not be allowed to negate the timeless 
principles Jesus taught. 
In giving the Law to ancient Israel, 
God repeatedly assured them that the 
restrictions and regulations were for their 
good. As they obeyed his ways, it would 
go well with them. They seldom enjoyed 
the full measure of that national wellness 
because of chronic disobedience. 
where my grandparents were living was 
less than a mile and a half from Zion. My 
grandparents, who were from non-Breth-
ren in Christ background, did not know 
the Lord, but my grandmother began 
attending Zion. 
During a revival meeting she came 
under deep conviction. One day at the 
dinner table, she became unconscious. 
When she came to, she said, "The Lord 
showed me that I had a heart of stone, 
but he has given me a heart of flesh." She 
wanted to join the Brethren in Christ, but 
my grandfather opposed her. When she 
became very ill, and he thought she was 
going to die, he consented. She joined the 
church, and all ten of her children became 
Christians. Many of her descendants have 
faithfully served the church, some as mis-
sionaries and ministers. My father, Chris 
Frey, was one of the ministers for many 
years at Zion during the "multiple-min-
istry" days. 
Recently we were in Kansas for a 
Chris and Ella Frey family reunion, and 
we had the privilege of attending a Sun-
day morning service at Zion, my child-
hood church. As I sat there, enjoying 
being back home and then having an 
opportunity to share, I reminisced. Today 
my Grandmother Frey has great-great-
great-grandchildren in that congregation. 
I had to wonder where the Adam Frey 
and Chris Frey family would be today if 
Zion hadn't been there. I am thankful that 
the Brethren in Christ came to Kansas 
and that they established a church north of 
Abilene. I am thankful for my godly 
roots, and thank God that today the Zion 
church is still there, effectively minister-
ing in that rural community. 
Thata Frey Book 
Mechanicsburg, Pa. 
Jesus entreats his followers to live in 
ways regarded undesirable by persons 
whose values are not reborn—he even 
calls them to crossbearing. Yet he assures 
his followers that his "yoke is easy and 
burden is light"; that he came to provide 
abundant life and fullness of joy. 
The secret of entering into life of true 
joy, wellness, and true success lies in 
complete commitment to God and his 
ways. This life is measured by standards 
different than the world 's measures of 
happiness. It does, however, meet the 
deep needs unfulfilled by life outside of 
God's will. 
Hymnwriter George Matheson put the 
paradox of discipleship into powerful 
verse a century ago: 
Make me a captive, Lord, and then I 
shall be free; 
force me to render up my sword, and 
I shall conqueror be. 
I sink in life's alarms when by 
myself I stand; 
imprison me within thine arms, and 
strong shall be my hand. 
My heart is weak and poor till it a 
master find; 
it has no spring of action sure—it 
varies with the wind. 
It cannot freely move until thou hast 
wrought its chain; 
enslave it with thy matchless love, 
and deathless it shall reign. 
My power is faint and low till I have 
learned to serve; 
it wants the needed fire to glow, it 
wants the breeze to nerve; 
it cannot drive the world until itself 
be driven; 
its flag can only be unfurled when 
thou shalt breathe from heaven. 
My will is not my own till thou hast 
made it thine; 
if it would reach a monarch's throne, 
it must its crown resign. 
It only stands unbent amid the clash-
ing strife, 
when on thy bosom it has leant, and 
found in thee its life. Amen. 
Samuel Brubaker is a regular columnist 
for the Visitor and lives in Arcanum, Ohio. 
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Dear Paul, 
What was it like for you when you 
returned from your missionary jour-
neys to church headquarters to report 
what God had been doing in other 
places? I know that sometimes you 
had to advocate strongly for the new 
Gentile believers against the deep cul-
tural entrenchments of Judaism. But I 
don' t ever remember hearing you say 
that people simply weren't interested 
in what you had to say. 
As I have met with fur loughing 
missionaries who are out speaking in 
the the churches of North America, I 
hear them mention "glazed-eye syn-
drome." It seems to be a condition that 
spreads much further than the Breth-
ren in Christ. Many times people will 
ask q u e s t i o n s , but if the a n s w e r 
extends beyond a half minute, their 
attention wanders and their eyes glaze 
over. I know we are living in a sound-
bite age in our society. But this pattern 
of behavior is very strange and dis-
couraging to our missionaries, espe-
cially if the society in which they've 
b e e n se rv ing has p e o p l e w h o sit 
patiently for hours in church services 
and hang eagerly onto every word of 
teaching, who vigorously debate reli-
gious issues and dig deep for spiritu-
al truth. 
I know that missionaries have a 
responsibility to be relevant and cul-
turally appropriate in North Ameri-
can society as well as in those far-
flung places they've been living. But 
can you imagine the culture shock 
they must experience as they return 
to a place that's supposed to feel like 
home? And then as they field that 
most common of all question: "Aren't 
you glad to be back home again?" or 
the one that often follows: "Are you 
all adjusted yet?" (Maybe they just 
$ 
want to shout, "No!!" but that would 
take too long to explain.) Though it's 
wonderful to be with family and old 
friends again, ours is a strange society 
whose values and habits often grate 
against the life of discipleship and 
witness the missionaries have been 
living in that other land. Many feel 
grossly out of place; some may even 
be ashamed to call this home. 
Missionaries seem better prepared 
for cultural dissonance when they 
leave home. They know that they will 
feel out of place and perhaps be mis-
understood in the place they're head-
ed. I've heard missionary doctors tell 
how rumors circulated among the 
people they were treating that they 
were not really qualified to practice 
medicine, that the only reason they 
were there was because they couldn't 
But I see somewhere 
within my mind and 
heart that picture of 
the body of Christ as 
a colony within an 
alien society, a place 
where kingdom values 
are taught and 
practiced even when 
they are "out of sync" 
with the prevailing 
society. 
get a job in North America. I heard of 
a Bible translator about whom two 
rumors circulated: that she was steal-
ing the language and sell ing it to 
"America" (because she wrote down 
everything the people said) and that 
she had come to get a husband (be-
cause she was single, a condition that 
didn't make sense in that society). 
But it's much harder to feel out of 
place and to be misunderstood in a 
place that's supposed to be home. And 
it can be discouraging and wearing 
a lways to fee l l ike you ' r e on the 
fringes of society no matter where 
you are living. Is it any wonder that 
missionaries feel most at home with 
other missionaries, with others who 
know what it is like to always be a bit 
"out of sync" with the values and 
practices of society? Dave Pollack, 
who works with missionary kids in 
transition, calls his MK retreats "a 
reunion of strangers." Though these 
teens have never met before, their 
similar experiences and feelings make 
t h e m i m m e d i a t e s o u l - m a t e s and 
bosom friends. 
I 'm so thankful that we have peo-
ple who are willing to marginalize 
themselves for the sake of the gospel. 
But I see somewhere within my mind 
and heart that picture of the body of 
Christ as a colony within an alien 
society, a place where kingdom values 
are taught and practiced even when 
they are "out of sync" with the pre-
vailing society. This could be a haven 
for returning missionaries, a place 
where stories of God at work around 
the world are met with enthusiasm 
and joy rather than with glazed eyes, a 
place that prepares them to be (and 
affirms them for being) counter-cul-
tural. It would be a place where pas-
tors would not use missionary speak-
ers as pulpit supply during vacation 
times because they would not want to 
miss what the missionaries have to 
say. It would be a place where people 
are prepared with great anticipation 
to worship around the throne of God 
with people f rom all tongues and 
nations. 
Listening with an effort 
to understand and learn, 
Onesimus 
Readers may correspond with Onesimus by 
writing to him in care of the Evangelical Visitor, 
P.O. Box 166, Nappanee, IN 46550. Letters to 
Onesimus may be published unless they are 
marked "Personal-Not for Publication." 
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Church 
pin-ups 
by Warren L. Hoffman 
P h o t o g r a p h s of p r o v o c a t i v e l y 
posed mode l s are c o m m o n fare in 
magazines, on billboards, and as pin-
up posters. These glossy pictures por-
tray a glamorized, unblemished form 
of the h u m a n body w h i c h cas ts a 
seductive lure before the unwary. 
Many pastors and lay leaders with-
stand the lure of these titillating pho-
tographs, only to fall prey to the more 
subtle seduction of church pin-ups. 
At seminars and conferences, pas-
tors listen to speakers who have won a 
"name" for themselves as leaders of 
thr iv ing congrega t ions . They hear 
enthusiastic descriptions of here-and-
now manifestations of a renewed and 
glorious church, which often seem to 
be without stain or wrinkle or any 
other blemish. 
Stirred by an eyeful of these attrac-
tive congregat ions and movements , 
p a s t o r s c o m e h o m e w i t h an a i r -
brushed fantasy of a super congrega-
tion imprinted in their minds, a church 
pin-up on the wall of their imagina-
tions. 
By contrast, lay leaders can suc-
cumb to an idealized recollection of 
past glory in the church, in which time 
blurs the memory of stain or wrinkle 
or any other blemish. 
These persons recall a time when 
the worship, discipleship, and mission 
of a particular congregation converged 
to bring them to wholehearted devo-
tion to the Lord. With a passion which 
puts mere zeal to shame, they adopt 
the theological emphases, the evan-
gelist ic strategies, the discipleship 
programs, and the mission endeavors 
of that congregation at that t ime—as 
an idealized church emblazoned in 
their emotions, a church pin-up on the 
wall of their imaginations. 
The lure of these congregations, 
whether glamorized or idealized, is 
usually in glaring contrast to the pres-
ent congregation. In this congrega-
tion, the piano is out of tune. Offer-
ings are lagging behind expenses. The 
pastor is pushy. The church board 
dawdles with trivial tasks. Workers 
are haphazard in their commitments. 
Too many members have succumbed 
to sinful attitudes and behaviors. 
Thwarted by such limitations, pas-
tors may dream of escape. Blaming 
the congregation, they are captivated 
by the siren fantasy of a congregation 
more like (or more open to) the glam-
orized pin-up that has taken hold of 
their imaginations. 
Confounded by the dynamics of 
changed circumstances, lay leaders 
may become impatient with the pas-
Sometimes it takes 
an extended bout 
with disappointment, 
frustration, and 
conflict for pastors 
and lay leaders to 
recognize the 
pernicious influence 
of church pin-ups— 
and to rip them down 
from the walls of 
their imaginations. 
tor . M e s m e r i z e d by an i d e a l i z e d 
church pin-up, they are unable to see 
the limitations of a one-size-fits-all 
approach to church life. 
Somet imes it takes an ex tended 
bout with disappointment, frustration, 
and conflict for pastors and lay lead-
ers to recognize the pernicious influ-
ence of church pin-ups—and to rip 
them down f rom the walls of their 
imaginations. 
Without the distraction of a glam-
orous or idealized church model, a 
pastor and congregational leaders can 
focus on—and see—the unique beau-
ty of this congregation, in this place, 
at this time. 
More importantly, their eyes can 
be opened to see what the Spirit of 
God wants to do in this congregation. 
S o m e ins ights may, indeed , come 
from seminars and conferences. Some 
may come from longstanding prac-
tices of the congregation. Some may 
come f rom a contemporary expres-
sion of authentic renewal. Others may 
come by initiating new programs or 
endeavors. Some may come through 
waiting and watching. 
A s teadfas t gaze at Jesus rather 
than at a glamorous church model or 
movement, with a prayerful attentive-
ness to the direction of the Holy Spir-
it, releases the power of God which is 
able to do, even in this congregation, 
immeasurably more than all we ask 
or imagine.Then God receives glory 
in the chu rch and in Chr i s t Jesus 
throughout all generations, for ever 
and ever. 
Warren Hoffman 
is moderator-elect of 
the Brethren in Christ 
Church. 
<S Evangelical Visitor November 1997 
THIS GIFT WILL BE A HIT! 
You will bring beauty to family and friends 
and much-needed income to the artisan who created it. 
This holiday season purchase your gifts from 
Ten Thousand Villages, a job creation program 
of Mennonite Central Committee. 
Ten Thousand Villages is the new name of SELFHELP Crafts. 
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Moving? 
Please let us know your 
new address at least 
three weeks in advance. 
The postal system 
charges us 50c per copy 
for returned magazines.. 
and you miss a copy of 
the magazine. 
